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Ministry of External Affairs 
Europe West Division 

1. Reference F/R from Ministry of Home A ’tail's requesting MBA to 
examine Hindustan Samajwadi Prajatantra Sena (1 ISPSj's request that the 
agreement reached with the U.K on 14 th August 1947 be placed on the 
Table of the House. HSPS has a-lso sought information regarding tire 
disappearance/ death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and his inclusion 
in the list of war criminals drawn up by various foreign countries after 
World War U. 




2. EW Division does not have any papers pertaining to the agreement 
reached with the U.K on 14 August 1947. Further, all relevant papers 
relating to the disappearance/ death ot Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are 
currently with CNY Division However,- during the previous Parliament 
sessions, we obtained information on Netaji' s inclusion in the list of war 
criminals by the U.K. Both die British Foreign Office and the Ministry of 
Defence have confirmed to our High Commission in London that Netaji' s 
name is not in the list of war criminals drawn up by the U.K after World 
War II. Copies of Mission's self-expl; natdry faxes are enclosed In view 
cf the nature of information sought by the Ministry of Home Affairs, it is 
‘ requested that v. may Jfor.v rd the Fy'R and HC; London's faxes to CNV 
Division for appropriate action at their end. 

q /! (VamS. Rao) 

Under Secretary (EW-II) 
19 July, 2001 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 



G*Ti* TlfWEt 

FAX MESSAGE /CRASH CRASH CRASH 

FROM: FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

TO : HICOMIND LONDON 


4 
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(j ^~ — 


Navdeep Suri, Counsellor (P&l) from JS(EW) 


The attached article in the front page of The Asian Age of 
today, refers to the refusal by the British Government to declassify some of 
its top secret files containing reference to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose till 
2021, thwarting the efforts of the Justice Mukherjee Commission which is 
charged with the investigation of Netaji’s disappearance. 


Grateful if you could send some clarification on the veracity of 

this report. 

No.V7<ty /JS(EW)/2001 








(Bhaswati Mukherjee) 
Joint Secretary (EW) 
21 s1 August 2001 




UK refuses 
access to 


T^<S ^ 
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BV OlJll SPECIAL, 
Correspondent 

New Delhi, Aug. 2U: The 
British government has refused 
to declassify sonic of its top 
secret files containing refoi- 
enccs to Netuji Subhash 
Chandra Bose till 202 1 , thwart- 
ing renewed efforts being made 
in India to unravel the mystery 
behind his disappearance during 
World War II over 55 years ago. 

The files will remain sealed in 
British archives for another 20 
years, reportedly for security 
reasons. 

Members of the Justice 
Mukherjee Commission, which 
is charged with investigating 
Netaji's disappearance, met two 
British experts, Col. J. 
Huglitoyc and Lord Peter 
Archur, who have had access to 
the classified material, in 
London last month. But while 
both of them readily cooperated 
with die commission, the 
British government refused to 
allow the Indian investigators 
direct access to the classified 
material. A spokesperson of the 
British high commission in 
’M Turn rn Pane 2 



Netaji files in UK 


lul Continued from Page 1 

New Delhi, Mr Geiry McCrudden, said here that the British govern- 
ment had declassified all the files that it had in its archives which dealt 
with Netaji’s disappearance. “Ail the files we had on Netaji have been 
opened for people to see. However, there are a few files which are still 
classified, which have nothing to do with Netaji’s disappearance. They 
might have some reference to Netaji but have absolutely no information 
on his disappearance." 

Dr Purabt Roy, a Russian expert and leading researcher on Netaji's dis- 
appearance who has been conducting her research in Moscow and 
Britain, expressed doubts about the rationale behind the British govern- 
ment’s decision. Dr Roy, who firmly believes that Bose did not die in the 
1945 aircrash, alleged that there was a “deep-rooted” conspiracy for long 
at the highest level to suppress facts about Netaji as a "Pandora's box 
might open” if the truth came out. 

The Justice Mukherjee- Commissi on. which lias been sitting alternately 
in New Delhi and Kolkata ever.^ince it was set up by the Vajpayee- gov- 
ernment in 1999, has had its term extended twice. It has organised a num- 
ber of hearings, talked to a large number of witnesses, including several 
former aides of Netaji, and recorded their views. The commission’s next 
session will be on Wednesday, when it is scheduled to record the testi- 
mony of more witnesses. 


Ministry of External Affairs 
Europe West Division 

1. Reference F/R from Ministry of Home Affairs requesting ME A to 

examine Hindustan Samajwadi Prajatantra Sena (HSPS)'s request that the 
agreement reached with the U.K on 14 th August 1947 be placed on the 
Table of the House. HSPS has also sought information regarding the 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and his inclusion in the 
list of war criminals drawn up by various foreign countries after World 
War II. ' „ 

2. EW Division does not have any papers pertaining to the agreement 
reached with the U.K on 14 August 1947. Further, all relevant papers 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are 
currently with CNV Division. However, during the previous Parliament 
sessions, we obtained information on Netaji's inclusion in the list of war 
criminals by the U.K. Both the British Foreign Office and the Ministry of 
Defence have confirmed to our High Commission in London that Netaji's 
name is not in the list of war criminals drawn up by the U.K after World 
War II. Copies of Mission's self-explanatory faxes are enclosed. In view 
of the nature of information sought by the Ministry of Home Affairs, it is 
requested that we may forward the F/R and HCI London's faxes to CNV 
Division for appropriate action at their end. 

(Vani S. Rao) 
Under Secretary (EW-II) 
19 July, 2001 
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Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

Tel: 301-1357 & Fax : 379-2285 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No.25/4/NGO-Vo!.V 
Dear Dr, Sarkar, 


November 6, 2000 


I am writing apropos letter No.JMCI/DOC/FOR/99-2000/546/310 of November 
1 st from Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, a copy 
of which has also been endorsed to you. 

2. Our Mission in London has already been in touch with the authorities of the 
British Library who have indicated that they would be happy to assist those deputed from 
India to look at the recently declassified records (copies of letters received from the High 
Commission attached for ready reference). 


3. You are advised to draw an appropriate programme and maintain direct contact 
with our Mission in London, Please ensure that the copies of the correspondence are 
endorsed to us to ensure effective coordination and liaison. 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri S. Sarkar 

Director General of Archives 
National Archives of India 
Janpath 
New Delhi. 


CC : 1. Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block(3 r floor), 1 1/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta-700 087, 



THE BRITISH LIBRARY 




Mr S K Mandal 

The High Commission of India 

India House 

Aldwych 

London 

WC2B 4NA 


ORIENTAL AND INDIA OFFICE 
COLLECTIONS 

W.EUSTON UO All 
LONDON NWI 2nn 7fU(] 
‘JMrjjJi.nft-020 7412 
Bia 020 7412 7M1/7KS8 


ii«r ni 
your r< t 


01002- \ 09-96-26 
2 1 September 2000 


Dear Mr Mandal 

Following a telephone conversation with Miss Travis, 1 am writing to explain the preparations that 
will be necessary to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherji Commission will be successful. 1 
have discussed the visit with Graham Shaw and we are agreed that they will find it most 
convenient to obtain British Library readers’ passes as they will then be able to use our reading 
room. This will give them the flexibility to come and go as they please within our opening hours of 
9-30 to 17-00 Tuesday to Saturday and 10-00 to 17-00 on Mondays. 

If you can let me know the names of the members of the Commission who will be visiting, I can 
authorise the application forms in advance. However, the individual members will need to fill in 
the rest of the form on arrival and go to the Reader Admissions Office to be photographed and 
have the pass produced. If you can let me know the date and time of their arrival, either 1 or a 
colleague will meet them and help them through the admissions process. 

You may be interested to know that the records of the Indian Political Intelligence have just been 
filmed and will shortly be available as a micro-fiche publication. It is not necessary to buy the 
whole series - one can buy only those of specific interest. 

1 shall be absent for most of this week and next. On my return 1 shall be happy to cooperate in 
making the visit go smoothly. 

Yours sincerely 

A. 

Mrs P A Brook 
Mead of India Office Records 
E-mail: pcnny.brook@bl.uk 
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Vikas Swarup 

Counsellor (Pol.) 

Tel.; (1MI-44-2U) 7856 84 K4 L-xln. 164 

Tax: (00*44-20) 7836 6695 

E-Mail; 106332. 3624(d!compuserve, coin 


THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYCH 

LONDON WC2B 4NA 


PV 


22 nd September, 2000 


Lon/Pol/1 03/1 7/00 



Refer your fax of September 18 regarding declassified British 
government records required by the Mukherjee Commission. 

We had written to the Foreign Office, who in turn contacted the 
Head of the Oriental and India Office Library Collections at the British 
Library. The Head of the India Office Library would welcome a visit 
from the National Archives of India and/or Justice Mukherji 
Commission of Inquiry to examine them. We have also been 
informed that these files have additionally been transferred to 
microfiche, which can be purchased should there be a further need to 
study the information back in India. 

>5 I ha\/p rpmipstprt Mr Orahaim Shaw thp Hpari nf thp Inriiai Offirp 







Shri Jayant Prasad, - 
JS(CNV) y ' 

Ministry of External Affairs \ 
NEW DELHI 
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Vikas Swarup 

Counsellor (Pol.) 

Tel: (00-44-20) 7836 8484 Extn. 164 

Fax: (00-44-20) 7836 6695 

E-Mail : 1 06332 .3624@comptt8erve.com 


T 

THE HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 
INDIA HOUSE 
ALDWYC^ 

LONDON WC2B 4NA 


22 nd September, 2000 


Lon/Pol/1 03/1 7/00 


Refer your fax of September 18 regarding declassified British 
government records required by the Mukherjee Commission. 

We had written to the Foreign Office, who in turn contacted the 
Head of the Oriental and India Office Library Collections at the British 
Library. The Head of the India Office Library would welcome a visit 
from the National Archives of India and/or Justice Mukherji 
Commission of Inquiry to examine them. We have also been 
informed that these files have additionally been transferred to 
microfiche, which can be purchased should there be a further need to 
study the information back in India. 

I have requested Mr. Graham Shaw, the Head of the India Office 
Library Collection to inform me of the purchase price and will revert to 
you after hearing from him. 


Yours sincerely, 



(Vikas Swarup) 


Shri Jayant Prasad, 
JS(CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 



Copy to Shri BS Bishnoi, Director(EW), Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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REPUBLIC 0.0 , No. F. 25- 2(9)/ 2000. CC. 


DR. SUKUMAR SARKAR . 
Director General of Archives 
Government of India 


Oear ns, Mukherji, 


(0 

Tr^q srm^wiR 

RFRITTWR 

- U» B °t 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
JANPATH. NEW DELHI - 110 001 

Tele No. 3383436 
Fax: 0091- 11- 3384 127 
E mail : archives@renQ2.nlc.in 
Website : http//nationalarchives.nic.in 

Dated the ...0- - 5 •• 


You may be auare that Government of India have constituted 
the Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry to invstigste the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We have received a 
reference from 5h. P. K. Sengup t a. Secretary of the Commission, uha 
visited National Archives of India, some time back, informing that 
there are about 700 files which have been recently thrown open for 
access to the scholars and some of them relating to Netaji are 
available in the British Library, London(copy of the letter along- 
uith a copy of letter from British High Commission, Calcuttawe 
enclosed for ready reference). These files originated in the 
India 0ffice , s Public and Judicial Department in London and contain 
material relevant to the points of the present inquiry, 

*4fc 

, For facilitating the work of the Commission, it has been 

suggested that a team of officials from the National Archives of 
India and the Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry may visit 
London and examine the files available in the British Library, 

I shall appreciate if you could request our Mission in London to 
take up the matter 4i)UUth the authorities of the British Library 
so as to enable us to work out the modalities and approach the 
Government of India for the approval of the proposed visit a 
team of officials to London, 


With good wishes. 


Mu I 


irji 


Ms, BhaSuati 
joint Secret 

ministry o^txternal Affairs, 
South BWck, 


New Delhi, 




Yours sincerely, 

^ ltxjL.LA_-J- 

( S, Sarkar ) ( 
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WITH 


Pradyot Kumar Sengupia , wbhjs (ReW.) 

Ex -District & Session* Judge, Ex^Prirciptl Secretary to the 
Government oTWest B a rg*l , Judicial Department. 

Secretary 

Justice Mukhcrjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Nrtajl Subhaj Chandra Bose 
■B 1 Block (3 rd floor), 11/A Mina Ghallb Street. 
Calcutta 700 067 


Res; IB 134, Salt Lake City (Sector III) 
Calcutta 700 09! 

335-5714 


Office pf : 033-216-2835, 2765/68 
Fax : 033*216-2765 
e-mail : jmcmscb@cal3.vsninetjn 


0,0. NO. JMC I/P u b( N)/99-2 000/56/235 


Calcutta, dated the 29 lh August 2000 

1 


Dear 


$L- QorfC<Wj 


Kindly recall the discussions I had with you in your chamber as to how files numbering 700 
available in the British Library in London could be studied and scrutinised in order to find out 
whether those files, which originated in the India Office’s Public and Judicial Department in 
London, contain any material or information about Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose and IN A relevant 
to the points of the present inquiry. 

I am directed to say that the Commission got information about those files from a letter 
dated 13.4,2000 of Sri Mainak De, Press & Publicity Affairs Adviser, British Deputy High 
Commission, Calcutta, addressed to Sri Anil Mukherjee, Deputy Speaker, Legislative Assembly, 
Calcutta. A copy *8 f the letter is sent herewith for ready reference. 



During the discussions in your chamber there was a suggestion that a joint team consisting 
of senior officials of the Commission and one or more competent officers of the National Archives 
oflndia might go to the British Library to study and examine the files. You were also good enough 
to tell me that the National Archives of lndia might do the needful for obtaining copies of relevant 
3 portions of those files, if necessary, after careful examination of the contents of the files. 

J am directed to request you to kindly confirm the feasibility of such examination and 
scrutiny of the aforesaid files jointly by the Commission and the National Archives. As you have 
experience and expertise in this matter, I am directed to request you to render your valuable advice 
as to the procedure and modalities for undertaking the study of the files in British Library in 
London, - - . : ' "X* ^ * 

Further necessary action will be taken in this regard at this end on receiving your reply. 

Expecting an early reply and with warm regards, 


Enclo: As stated 

. 4 

Dr. Sukumar Sarkar 

> Director General of Archives, 

National Archives oflndia 
G o vc rn ment o f 1 n dia 
Janpath 

New Delhi 110 001 



r- 


13 Aprii.2000 

Mr Anil Mukherjee 
Deputy Speaker 

Legislative Assembly l > Ho Chi Minh Sarani 

Calcutta Calcutta 700 071 

. • Telephone: 288-368 1 (0)288-5 172/6 

E-mail: Maiiiak.De(a|Ciilcurta. mail. feu. gu\ .til 
' . ' . Fax:288-3435 t 

Dear Mr Mukherjee, 

• ... ^ • • :: r ; 

# ** . • 1 
" 4 - 

Thank you for your letter of 1 March to our Deputy High Commissioner, Dr John 
Mitcbiner, regarding declassified records on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I had taken up the- matter with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections, London- The records that have recently been released (in 1997) are a series 
of files which originated in the Indja_Office , s Public and Judicial Department in London. 

However, The files' (which number 7b0) have not been published. The files themselves 
are available for consultation in the Reading Room. The files are public records and are 
open to researchers vvho are required to apply for a Reader's Pass from the British 
Library's Reader Admissions Office, 96 Euston Road, London NW 1 2DB. 

’ - 1 ‘ j ^ f 5 s * * , ’ •. ' 

* . 1 * ' , r ” 

i # ■ r > ¥ 

However, since the files have not been published the only way for accessing them will be 

through a personal visit to the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office Collections 

. * . 1 : . ! ' . * 


in London. 

‘i 

Thanking you, ; 

1 ■■ • 

Yours sincerely. 

f 

/ 1 ■ 
i - ■ 

,. t . ■ 

* ' ‘ ? : - ; i 

1 1 - 

, 1 

UL 

MAINAK DE 
Press & Public Affairs Adviser 




British Deputy 
High Commission 
Calcutta 






Vani S.Rao 

Under Secretary (EW-I) 




September 7, 2000 


Kindly refer to our previous correspondence with the Mission regarding Parliament 
Questions pertaining to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. You would be aware that the Government 
of India have constituted the Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry to look into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji. Shri P.K Sengupta, the Secretary of this Commission of Inquiry, has 
learnt from the British Deputy High Commission in Calcutta that nearly 700 files (which originated 
in the India Office Public and Judicial Department in London), released in 1997 are currently 
available for consultation in the Reading Room of India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections in London. Since these files have not yet been published, a team of officers from the 
National Archives of India and the Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry propose to visit U.K to 
examine these files. The National Archives of India has approached MEA for assistance in 
facilitating their visit to the Library and access to these files. Copies of correspondence are 
enclosed. Mission may kindly take this up with the necessary authorities. An early response 
would be appreciated. 



Yours sincerely, 


(fay- 

( Vani S.Rao ) 


Shri Vikas Swarup 
Counsellor (Pol) 

High Commission of India 
London 


Copy for kind information to: Dr. Sukumar Sengupta, Director General of Archives, National 
Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi 

( Vani S.Rao ) 




-HZ 
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^EPUBUC 0* O.No.r. 25- 2(9)/ 20 0 0. CC. 


DR. SUKUMAR SARKAR 
Director General of Archives 
Government of India 


Dear Ns, Mukherji, 


(0, v 

aifkrtat'iK 

vm m&n 

irrm , - u° °°\ 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
JANPATH, NEW DELHI - 110 001 

Tele No. 3383436 
Fax : 0091* 11- 3384127 
E mail : archives<gren02.™c.in 
Website : http//nationalarchives.nic.in 

Dated the W" 


of India have constituted 
to invstigate the alleged 
received a 
Lssion, uho 

visited National Archives of India, some time back, informing that 
there are about 700 files which have been recently thrown open for 
access to the scholars and some of thBm relating to Nstaji are 


You may be aware that Government 
the Justice MukhBrji Commission of Inquiry to invsugaw 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, We have n 
reference from Sh, p, K. Sengup ta, Secretary of the Commii 

r i f a H M sf i nn al A rr hi won nf T nrH a. me f ^ mo h on it A n P t 


3 scnoxars anu ^othb or mam relating to are 

available in the British Library, London(copy of the letter along- 
of letter from British High Commission, Calcuttaaxe 


with a copy or letter rrom uruian Hign commission, UaJLcutta<u 
enclosed for ready reference). These files originated in the 
Indi a 0 f f ice's Public and judicial Department in London and contain 
material relevant to the points of the present inquiry. 

For facilitating the work of the Commission, it ha3 been 
suggested that a team of officials from the National Archives of 
India and the justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry may visit 
London and examine the files available in the British Library, 
r I shall appreciate if you could request our Mission in London to 
take up the matter 4iJ&ii£h the authorities of the British Library 
d so as to enable us to work out tehe modalities and approach the 
Government of India for the approval of the proposed visit a 
^ team of officials to London, 

With good uishes. 


On l&Q 


^ t\Uj 

* 

Ns, BhaSuati Mukherji, 

3 0 int Secretary, 

ministry of External Affairs, 

South Block, 

New Delhi, 


Yours sincerely. 



( S, Sarkar ) / 


jfa buA. J&L J 

, fob 
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r^G’STrir’-D with a/d. 



Pradyot Kumar Seng upta » wbhjs (Retd.) 

Ex-District & Sessions Judge, Ex-Principal Secretary to the 
Government ofWest Bengal* Judicial Department, 

Secretary 

Justice JVIukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
For inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
■B 1 Block floor),11/A Mlrza Ghallb Street, 
Calcutta 700 087 


Res; IB 134, Salt Lake City (Sector HI) 
Calcutta 700 091 
P 335-5714 


Office P : 033-2 1 6-2835, 2765/68 
Fax:033-216-2765 
e-mail : jmcmscb@cal3.vsnl.netm 


D.O, NO. JMC I/P ub( N )/99-2000/ 56/2 35 


Calcutta, dated the 29 th August 2000 


Dear 

Kindly recall the discussions 1 had with you in your chamber as to how files numbering 700 
available in the British Library in London could be studied and scrutinised in order to find out 
whether those files, which originated in the India Office’s Public and Judicial Department in 
London, contain any material or information about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and IN A relevant 
to the points of the present inquiry* 

I am directed to say that the Commission got information about those files from a letter 
dated 13.4.2000 of Sri Mainak De, Press & Publicity Affairs Adviser, British Deputy High 
Commission, Calcutta, addressed to Sri Anil Mukherjee, Deputy Speaker, Legislative Assembly, 
Calcutta* A copy of the letter is sent herewith for ready reference. 





During the discussions in your chamber there was a suggestion that a joint team consisting 
of senior officials of the Commission and one or more competent officers of the National Archives 
of India might go to the British Library to study and examine the flies. You were also good enough 
to tell me that the National Archives of India might do the needful for obtaining copies of relevant 
1 portions of those files, if necessary, after careful examination of the contents of the files. 

i am directed to request you to kindly confirm the feasibility of such examination and 
scrutiny of the aforesaid files joindy by the Commission and the National Archives. As you have 
experience and expertise in this matter, I am directed to request you to render your valuable advice 
as to the procedure and modalities for undertaking the study of the files in British library in 
London. - - . ^ ^ 

Further necessary action will be taken in this regard at this end on receiving your reply. 

? Expecting an early reply and with warm regards. 


Enclo: As stated 


Yours /Sls 'Hcc > & /-j 





Dr. Sukumar Sarkar 
Director General of Archives, 
National Archives of India 
Government of India 
Jan path 


New Delhi 110 001 



Mr Anil Mukhcrjce 
Deputy Speaker 
Legislative Assembly 
Calcutta 


Dear Mr Mukkerjee } 



British Deputy 
High Commission 
Calcutta 

!, Ho Chi Mioh Sarani 
Calcutta 700 07 1 

Telephone: 288-368 1 (D)288-5172/6 
E-mail: Mainak.De@caicuna,mail.u:o.yu\ ul- 
Fax: 288-3435 


Thank you for your letter of 1 March to our Deputy High Commissioner, Dr John 
Mitchiner, regarding declassified records on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I had taken up the- matter with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections, London. The records that have recently been released (in 1997) are a series 
of files which originated in the India. Office's Public and Judicial Department in London. 
However, The files (which number 700) have not been published. The files themselves 
are available for .consultation in the Reading Room. The files are public records and are 
open to researchers who are required to apply for a Reader's Pass from the British 
Library’s Reader Admissions Office, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB, 

However, since the files have not been published the only way for accessing them will be 
through a personal visit to the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office Collections 
in London. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely, 


KL 

MAINAK DE 
Press & Public Affairs Adviser 




/ 



B.S. Bishnoi, 
Director (Elfin 
Tel & Fax Ko 3794145 


No. WI/ I I 


HRcf ^HTT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


New Delhi the. 
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May 18, 1999 


Dear Smt. Gairola, 


y 


> 


y 


Enclosed is a copy of a letter dated 1 9 April 1 999 received from the 


National Archives regarding documents relating to the death of Netaji 


Subhash Chandra Bose. 


With regards, 


# 


Smt. S. Gairola, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, rf C) 

New Delhi. ' 


Yours sincerely, 




( B.S. Bishnoi ) 
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F. No .33-1/99 *P*A. 

National Archives of India 
Government of India , 
Janpath » New Delhi-llOCQl 



\ 9 hr* 


1999 






diate 


’Question 


Shri 5*3* Bishnoi, 

Director(HW) . 

Ministry of External Af fairs # Soul’- Wo » 
New Delhi* 

Fax No .-37 94145 


Subject:- Hajya Safcha Provisionally starred Cfcestian Dy. No, 008171 
for answer on 29th April, 1999—— Documents relating 
to the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Sir, 


I am to refer to the Ministry of External Affairs letter 
No.itfl dated 16th April 1999 and forward herewith parawise reply. 




Yours faithfullu. 




C 5.M.R. m#R ) 
Deputy Director of .Archives, 

Government of India 


K 


Ends :-I 


I 


% 



^ajya Safcha Provisionall y starred Question E>y* >b.009 17 1 
for answer on 29th April/ 1999 regarding documents relating to 
the death of Netaji Suthas Chandra Bose by Kamendu Hi attach arjee/ 




(a) 


(b) 


Cc) 


* 


Question 

Whether it is a fact that 
the name of Ifetaji Sufchas 
Chandra EO se still figure in 
the list of War Criminals 
maintained by the British 
Government, 

If so* whether Government 
propose to app no ach the 
British Government for removal 
of the name of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from the list, and 

Whether Government propose to 
acquire and mabe public all 
the documents relating to the 
death of ifetaji Sulhas Chandra 
Ifoge and the details there of* 


Answer^ 

Ifo comments to offer. 

Since no records available 
in National Archives of India," 


Matter does not pertain to 
National Archives of India 
in view of *a* above-,' 


National Archives of India 
is not in a. position to offer 
any comments in this regards/ 
Ministry of Defence/ 
Government of India had 
downgraded 990 folders 
containing I*N*A, Papers 
transferred to National 
Archives of India on 26th 
August/ 1997 which are open 
for consultation by the tcna- 
fide research, scholars in 
Ite search Boom, National 
Archives of India* ■■ 

m 






* 












Oar the supplementary s on Rajya Satina starred Q*No .-0C8171 


/-< 


which wiix be put down for sitting on 29th April ,1999* 


National Archives of India has acquired 14 microfilm rolls 
from U.K. S. Germany on Subhas Chandra Bose under Cultural Exchange 
Programme • 

46 Photo copies of Subhas Chandra Bose Papers were received 
through Department of Culture on 15*5*91 from U.S.S.R* 

On 26th August, 1997,990 items/files of I*N-A* papers were 
transfered by the Ministery of Defence, Government of India. Ihese 
declassified papers include formation & the Indian National Army, 
platoon lecture Radio Broad casts, speeches by Subhas Chandra Bose 
and other mambers of I*N*A* awarded of me dais/ Badges , ir^adition to 
various other activities of the J.N*A*; the formation of the all 
women Janshi Regiment, their rlgrous training with rare photographs 
like guard of honour received by Netaji, detailed worked plan of 
the provisional Government; its functioning, allocation of Port 
follio etc, Ihe most interesting part is about the trial of I*N*A. 
Soldiers in the Red Fort and related papers highlighting the activities 
and British Policy repression* Few copies of pages from File Nos. 

249 I.N*A* S. 282 I,N*A* having reference about the 'death of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose may kindly be seen at flag •A* *R f , 

The entire material state^above microfilms, photo 
copies of papers of Subhas Chandra Bose and I*N*A* papers are open 
for consultation to bonafide Researchers. National Archives of 
India is extending full facilities to the Research Scholars in this 
regard* 
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COPY . SECRET . 

OF YOSKIMI TAI1EYOSHI. CAPTAIN fUEDIflAL) OF THE 

IL JAPANESE ARtlY . WITH REGARD TO THE DEATH OF ORE 

CHOPRA BOSE. WHO DIED AT TAIHOKU, FORMOSA. OH 

- ■ ' 18TH DAY OF AUGUST . 1945. 


I, TANEYOSHI YOSHILlI, Captain (Medical) . of the Imperial 

* s A - 4 * f + fc 4 

■ Japanese Army, at present at Stanley Gaol, Hong Kong, having 
observed a statement in a Japanese newspaper, requesting 

* # - t 

information regarding the death of Chandra Bose, wish of 

my own free will ' to place any knowledge I have of this matter 

at the disposal of the authorities requiring it." To' the 

best of my ability and memory I here state the events 
^ ■ ■ .... 

- X - 1 surrounding the death of Chandra Bose. 

2s tX' 

In August, 1945, I was the Senior Officer at the 




HAIJIJON Military Hospital, Talholcu, Formosa. At about 1700 
hrs on the 18th day of August, 1945, a truck driven up before 
the hospital contained several men who had been injured In 

an aeroplane crash. Two of the men were Indians, and the 

remainder, about five or six in number were Japanese. One^ 
of the Japanese, a Staff Officer with the rank of Lt-ColonSl 
whose name I cannot properly recall, but believe was Ishli- 
something, informed die that one of the Indians, pointing him 
out, was Chandra Bose and that I was not to spare myself and 
must give him the very best of treatment. ■ I immediately 1 
gave instructions for some medical orderlies to go prepare 
a bed, and for ethers to carry in the injured man. 

When he was laid on the bed, I personally cleaned his 

injuries with oils and dressed them. He was suffering from 

extensive burns over the whole of his body, though the most 
serious were those on his head, chest and thighs. There was 
very little left on his head in the way of hair or other 

identification marks. During the first four hours he was 

* 

seml-concious, and practically normal, speaking quite a good 

dfeal. The first words I remember him speakine were in 

# 

* J* * 

Japanese, when he made a request for water, which had to be 

* 

fed to him through a hospital cup with a spout. As most of 
his speaking was in English , a request for an interpreter -* 
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SECRET . 




wja,, made, and one was sent from the Civil Government Office 
named ^‘'.KAMUIIA. He informed me that he had very often 
interpreted for Chandra Bose and had had many conversations 
with him. He appeared to have no doubt that the man he 
was speaking with was Chandra Bose. During the treating 
of his injuries, I twice inquired of Chandra Bose if he 
was in any pain, and neither time did he make an answer. 

After about four hours, I inquired whether there was any 
"statement, will, or such matter he wished to make. He 
answered 'Nothing'. After the fourth hour he appeared to 
be sinking Into unconciuusness . He raurmered, and muttered 
in his state of coma, but never regained conciousness. At 
about 2300 hours he died. There was apart from the injuries 
mentioned above, abrasions on his elbows and knees. There 
were no fractures. 

The other Indian was Chandra Bose's Adjutant, a Colonel 
of the Indian National Array, who was suffering from bums 
to the sides of his head, arms, hands and knees, I do not 
remember this mans name, but recall that it was a very long one. 
He was a very tall man, about six feet or over, medium build, ' 
-f^nd clean shaven. 

It was the wish of this Colonel, and also that of the 
authorities that the remains of Chandra Bose should be trans- 
ported to Tokyo, and to facilitate this I injected Formalin 
into the body, and also had the coffin partly filled with lime. 

The whole was put in a box, and on the 20th August, was taken 
• * 

to Taihoku airport for transporting to Japan, in charge of 
Viarrant Officer NISIII. IV. 0. Nishl returned later and informed 
me that the body for some unknown reason, could not be taken 
to Japan, and was to be sent to the crematdrlum for cremation. 

I “ # 

I therefore made out a death certificate, stating the causes 
of death to be extensive burning and shock. The orders for 
this change of plan came from the Adjutant's Dept, Taiwan Army. 


On the morning of the 19th august, Colonel JJiyata, Staff 
Officer of General Ando came to the hospital to express 
mourning on behalf of General Ando and his staff, and as 
is our custom brought gifts of flowers, fruits and cakes for 
the deceased. The news of the death of Chandra Bose was kept 
a secret, and I and my staff were warned not to divulge that 
we knew who it was that had died. The news was as far as 

I can remember published in the public press early in the 

# 

month of September, 1945. 

Of the other passengers of the aircraft I have some 
direct and some information which was told to me. As far 
as 1 could make out, the aircraft, carrying Chandra Bose 
his Adjutant and about ten or twelve others (Japanese) , 
took off from the Taihoku Air Tort, and after rising to a 
height of thirty feet, suddenly burst into flames and crashed 
to the ground, A major General S1IIDEI and two others were 
killed, or unable to escape and were burned with the plane. 

The others escaped or were rescued, and were brought to 
Nanmon hospital. The two pilots, Warrant Officer (later 2/Lt) 
AOYAGI and a Sergeant Major. , were both burned, but after 
remaining in my care for about two or three weeks had pract- 
ically recovered and were transferred to the Hokuto Military 
Hospital where I later heard they had died, about three weeks 
after admittance. 

The Indian Colonel, Adjutant to Chandra Bose, remained 
in ray care for about 10 days, and was then sent to the Hokuto 
Military Hospital. The interpreter Nakamura went up there with 
him, and I have no knowledge of what became of either of 

them. I do know however that the ashes of Chandra Bose were 
handed over to the Indian Colonel. 

There is nothing more I can remember of this. matter, at 
the present, but will give thought to it, and anything of 
importance I later remember I will disclose. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, tills 19th Day of October, 1946. 

Name in Block Letters. Y OBHIMI TAjJEYOSHI . 
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Ci Li It C. 1 , 


CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER. 


j., HAHAGAKI YOSHIO, State that I truly and correctly 
translated the above statement made by YUGHIUI TANEYOSHI, 
into English, and saw it taken down by Captain A. It. Turner. 
I later read over the whole of the above statement in the 
Japanes language, and YOSHItAI TANEYOSHI agreed and then 
signed the above statement, in the presence of myself and 
Captain A.R. Turner, 

y 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 1946, 
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Name in Block Letters. 


HAHAGAKI YOSHIO, 


f 

Y 

H 

f 


. I, ALFRED RAYMOND TURNER, took the above statement 
of YOSHIMI- TANEYOSHI, with regard to the death of Chadra 
Bose, and 'the Certificate of the Interpreter HAHAGAKI YOSHIO 
at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 1946, duly 
witnessing their signatures. 




h 


.Captain 


A.R. TURHER. 
bar Crimes Liaison Section (Formosa) . , 


Hong Kong, 

19th Oct, 1946. 
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On his right chost ha wore a Laagua HQ badge 
and also the I.N.A. tricolour badge. As far as ■ 
B1269 Is awara, Bosa was not wearing a wristlet - Y 
■ watch, although B1269 cannot say whether he 
carried one in Ms pocket. B1269 knows nothing 
About tha watch which Bosa Is - alleged to have 
given Bhonslo (B1189) . 

‘jpt a : - Jajor Bhonsla possesses a gold watch 

and chain which he stated was given to 
hiir by Bosa at Bangkok on 17 Aug 45. 

B1269 insists that, as far as he was aware, it- was 
Bose's intention to return from Tokyo as soon 
as he had completed his business there. . 


22. IHfl CrwiriH 


18 Aug 45 




X 


\ 


at about MOO hrs tha bomber reached Taihoku 
(Formosa) "HXTfield where it refuelled and the 
passengers had lunch. No Indian was there to 
uuet thau and neither did Bose interview 
anyone there. While having lunch Bosa mentioned 
casually to 31259 in Hindustani, that he hoped 
the Japanese would make arrangements for the 
rast of the party to come In time, and not 
disappoint tham, as' they had done previously a* 
the tlmo of his return from Tokyo. After a stay 
of about half an hour at the airfield,, the 
bcirhar took off again. Before B1269 and Bose 
entered the piano, tha engine had been started 
and the crew were all In their places. .About 
5 minutes after taking nff T and whan the 
plane had reached an altitude of about 300 ft., 

3^559 heard a very loud noise which resembled 
'*ahno(Jf Ire coming from the direction of the 
hose of the plane. 31259 thought at the time 
that the plane had been attackud. The aircraft, 
appeared to lose flying speed and crashed almost 
inured lately afterwards, hitting the ground on 
•its nose. The engines as well as the rear -of 
the plane were on. fire. B1269 saw -Bose attempting 
to move towards the rear of the plane, but on . 
31239’ s suggestion, .Bose changed his course and 
moved towards the front. The celluloid cover 
above the pilot's position had burst open.,:'. 

Some of tha Japanese passengers reached the 
aperture before B1269 and Bose, and crawling 
through it, dropped to the ground. The aper.ture ) 
was open to the left side of tha plana. Bose 
then crawled through and was followed by B1269. I 
In doing so tha flames ware coming from tha 
front and 31269* a face was burned on the right 
3lde (B12S9 carries obvious marks of recent 
burning and scorching on the whole right side of 
his face). ' Alighting on the ground and collecting 
his wits, P1259 noticed Bose In a standing 
position about 12 yards .away with smoke coming 
from his garments.. Bose was endeavouring to 
remove his clothes. B1269* s clothes were not 
on fire. 31259 rushed towards Bose , to help him 
and finally succeeded : in Beating out the flames. , 
in doing so, B1269 racolved severe burns on both 
his hands (hi3 hands ara still bleachad and 
3Carred) . ■ . * 

Bose had sustained serious burns all over his 
body and when ha was laid on the ground B1269 
noticed 2 or 3 fractures on the. skull. Bose lay 
for- a while, on the ground quiet with eyes closed, _ 
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18 . _g 45i His last 1 words ware in Hindustani " I f 9a i that (* 1 
I shall d la. I have fought for Indian Iridepencfenoe' 

- until the last, Tall my countryman, India will 

ba free before long. Long live Independent India 11 . 
81263 had saen only ona Japanese (probably A Capt) 
sitting on a bouldar near the plana with bleeding 
injuries on his head. Besides burns on the hands, . 
B1263 1 s face was slightly burnt on thq right side, , 
and he also received’ two minor wounds on the head l 
and ona lacerated wound on the right leg below 
the knee. 1 ! 

, Not j._l i B1269 baars marks of burns on the faco 
and on both hands, two alight scars on 
the head and on-3 mark of an injury on 
the right leg below the knee. - 

Note 2 ; Whan askad -to explain why . 5. C. Bose was 
badly burned and he himself was not, 

B1269 stated that Bose's clothasmay 
have been drenched In petrol, as Bose sat 
- under a petrol tank In the plane. Bose's 
olothes ware of light weight K.D. B1269 
i ' wore knaa-boots, . serge breeches and a 

serge tunics his clethas ware not burned 
x ■ at all (ha wears them new at CSDIC(I)). 

Within 10 minutes, a First Aid party arrived in 
lorries, and Bose and B1269 wars ramovod in one 
of tha lorrias to the Army Hospital ‘a short- 
distance from tha scene of accident. Among’ othar3 
injured who came to the hosp ltal ( some before 
B1239 and others aftar) were a pilot, a Lt Col, a 
Major and Lt qr Capt. B1269 later heard that Gen 
SHJJOrtI, the wireless operator,- ona of the members 
of tha air crew and the Japanese Air Force 
, officer had died. The Japanese Gan had been 

killed instantaneously. B1269 remained with Bose 
from the* time of the crash until the death of. Bose 
at about 2100 hrs that night To! :yo Time,' Bose" was ' 
K , treated -for his ' burns ' and several infections were 

administered by 3 or 4 Japanese doctors who 
, *. ■’ attended him. B1269 does not know tha names of 

the hospital staff. -Whilst In hospital Bose 
regained consciousness from time to time and 
uttered a few words, sometimes asking for water 
and sometimes. suggesting that ha bo given 
injections. Some Japanese military officers came 
to the- hospital and made enquiries from time to 
time about Bose's condition. When the doctors 
. announced Bose's death to these officers, B1269 
requested them to send news to Bangkok and , 

.(*- /‘’'Singapore about tha accident. Bose’s body was 
/ ■** kept in the room where he died , and B1269 remained 
there all the night together with Japanese guards 
and some patients. B1269 states- that he. did not ' 
keep any souvanlrs., as none was available on the 
person of Bose after the accidant-all their 
luggage having been burnt on the plane. ’ ' 



' 19 *ug 45 
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Bose's body remained in hospital all that day and 
night. The Japanese Staff Colonel visited B1269 
who requested him to make arrangements for the 
deal body to be taken to Singapore. B1269 was 
told that arrangements were being made as 
roquested 'f or the corpse to be’ taken in a 
transport plane. - ' • \ 
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2(^Aug 


45 
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21 Aug 45 


22 Aug 45 


23 Aug 45 

£ 


28 Aug 45 


3 Sep 15 


A coffin made of sandal wood was 
tho hospital and Bose's body was 


brought to 
placed therein. 


B1259 was informed that as the coffin Was 
too large, It was not possible to transport 
it by plane*, and the idea had therefore to 
be dropped. B12S9 then suggested that the 
body^ba cremated as the Japanese had said 
they were unable to preserve It. 

V^fter the Japanese had signified their consent 
’to this proposal, two photographs of Bose were 
• taken, one with the body fully cover id inside 
J the coffin, and the other with the lid of the 
coffin closed and B1269 snated by its side, 
i Fruit and incense were placed on the uoffln in 
accordance with Japanese custom. 

At about 1000. hrs Bose’s body was removed to 
a crematorium where a Japanese cleric who 
spoke excellent English, performed a religious 
ceremony. After this, Bose's body was taken 
out of the coffin, and placed in a furnace. 

The d ior of the furnace was locked and the 
key was kept by a Japanese military officer. 
B1269 had declined to take charge of the key 
as 'he was at the time running a temperature 
and was in a very depressed sfrat3 of mind. ■ The 
body was then set alight by tho cleric's, 
assistant. At the cremation there were about 
30 Japanese medical and military officers press 
B1269 dees not recollect any of their names. 
B1269 states that he was the only Indian present 
* at the time. About half an hour after the 
body had been sat alight, B1269 left, the 
crematorium with the others. 

B12fJ9 in tho company of the cleric and a Staff 
kajor' and 3 or 4 other Japanese visited tho 
cremator ium ,whon__the ashes of Bos e w ere 
collected and placed in a wooden box spec tally 
m ad$ _f or' _th e purpose , “ * B 1269" "was~sh"bwri a“ small 
pTaffa '6F"gol'3 among" the ashes which he believes 
was part of one of' Bose's gold teeth. The box 
containing the ashes was then taken to a 
Japanese tampls in the city, whore a-rallgions 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric. 

At this temple one of the military officers 
pointed £p ‘/another box and told B1269 that It 
contained the ashes of the Japanese Gen, whom 
he said had also died as the result of the 
air crash. 

B1269 was removed to Hokoto" hospital, a 
distance of about 12 miles from TaihokU. 

'While there ,B1259 raquasted the Japanese ' 
authorities to send him back to either Bangkok 
or' Singapore. .* 

B1269 was told that a plana viould be leaving 
for Tokyo on the following day ,and that ha 
could avail himself of this chance and take 
with hiii' the ashes of Bose to Tokyo. 
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B1269 returned to Talhoku and boarded f he 
piano which carried 4 other Japanese passengers 
including Lt Col SAKAkAKI and 3 civilians 
whose names were not known to B1269. B1269 

was told that the crash nn 18 Aug 45 was due 
to onj of the airscrews being damaged when 
the plana \.as taking off. B1269 carried with 
l\hlm the wooden box containing tha asha3 of 
’ .UBose, the two photographs of Bose taken on 
lithe 21st Aug 45, three photographs of the i 
Iwrackad plane and a rectangular wrist gold/ 
watch with a leather strap. - f * 

Not cliV B1269 explains that this watch was 

made over to him on 23 Aug 45 by one 
of the Japanese MOs who had attanded 
- Bose at the Talhoku hospital. It may 

be remarked here, that this watch 
has sinco found its way to 3.C.Bose'3 
broth jr 3arat Chandra Bcse'in 
Calcutta, and that B1269 admits that 
two days after his arrival at Delhi 
,ha secretly gave this watch to Capt 
3hah Niwaz (B1046). . 1 




24, 


AT TOKYO 


4 bap- 45. 


W 'i ■ 

1 ^ 5 Sep 45 


6 S ep 45 


Note 2 : B1269 states that no photograph of 
Ease's dead face was taketf as tha 
face was badly burned and made 
grotesque by the ointments etc which had 
. been aopl'lad to his skin by the 

Japanese doctors. 

On arrival at Fukuoka aerodrome B1269 was 
taken tc a Japanese hotel where he spent the 
night, . / - * • 

Left Fukuoka by plane about noon and reached 
an* aerodrome (name not known) at 1500 hrs. # i 

At Fukuoka Lt Col 3AKAMAKI separated from , 

B1269, 0 s he stated he Intended to travel by * 

train from thara to Tokyo. Before par-tlng , . 
BaKAMaIII took charge of the box containing 
the ashes of Bose as both hands of B.1269 were 
bandaged as a. result of burns. . 

r * 

From tha aerodrome on -the mainland (na^e not 
known) B1269 reached Tokyo by train , where- he 
was mat at the railway station by a young 
Japanese Officer. From the railway station 
B1269 was taken to the house of one of his 
fallow Japanese passenger^ ,and later that ’evening > 
moved to tha house of Rammurti, tha Chairman 
of the I.I.L. Tokyo. B1269 explained tc 
Rammurtl in the presence of Mrs. Rammurti * 

(a Japanose) and 2 or 3 Indian students who 
were training in the Tokyo Military Academy, 
the circumstances of Bose's death. Shortly 
before B1269 arrived in Rammurti 1 s house, the 
box containing the ashe3 of Bcse had reached 
there. That night B1269 shifted to the house 
of Mrs. 3ahal where ho again met' S. A. Iyer, 
who explained that he (Iyer) had left .oalgon 
on tha 19 or 20 Aug alone ,as plane 
acc-jmmodation could not be arranged for the 
rest of Boss's party. 
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19 Nov 45 




Note:- 8126S) la unable to give any ) 

Information regarding tho subsequent ■ \ 
■ tiov aments of the following 4 man who \ J 
were- left bahind in SaLgon:- *' ( 

(1) Capt (Col) Gulzara Singh ; 

(2) Capt (uaj) Prltam Singh 

( o) Dab Nath Das j 

(4) Civ (Col) Hassan 

‘A’hllo In the house of Mrs Sahal several Indian 
students of tha Military Academy (whose names 
B1269 does not recollect) and also Rammurtl 
visited 81269. The same Japanese Military • 
officer who met B1269 at Tokyo Railway Stailon, 
questioned B1269 in datail regarding the 
accident at Talhoku. This same officer also ; 
took charge of the two photographs of Bose 
in a coffin, which B1269 had up to then bean 
carrying with him. B1269 states that thesa 
photographs had baan shown by him to Ramnurtl, 
Mrs Sahai and 3. A. Iyer. 

81269 shifted to another house where he was 
joined two days latar by S.A.Iyar,- 
B1269 while living in this house with Iyar - ; 

was once interrogated by an American offlcor 
and by Lt Col Figgess. (An Indian Army 
of! leer. on tha British Section attached to - 
Gen MacArthur's HQ). B1269 states that both 
he and 3.A. lyar visitad Atami, Nikko, Hakona 
and Ikao all, small towns on the main Island 
for health and recreation- purposes.. There 
were no Indians living at these places., and 
B1269 disclaims that he or Iyer went to thesa 
places on any kind of mission. 

I . 

BIS 69 left for Delhi by air In the company of 
FUJ IWaRA , SVADA and KATSHvIOTO . 


25. . ARRI/AL AT DELH I 


22. NOV 45 


24 Nov 45 


Arrived )elbt at 2000 hrs.. When he reached , 
the Red Fort with Iyer and tha other Japanese ; 
officers who travailed with him from Tokyo., 1 
he was accommodated .with them in the camp of \ 
HQ Jumna Area under whose requisition 'the 
party had .been flown from -Japan. 

At 1000 hrs B12S9 met Shah Nawaz (BlCHifl) , 

Gurbaksh Singh Dhlllon (B1062) , Saihgal (B968) ; 
.and also Mr Bhulabhai Dasai' and other Defence j 


27 Nov 45 
A 


Counsellors., and narrated to then tha 
c lrc urns t anc as of the acjsldant which 'resulted 
in the ;death of Bose. 

B1269 was taken ovar by CSDIC(I), with ^ 
permission of HQ '.Jumna area. 
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Ho. 63/2/3 V 031(b) 

Headquarters, 

3 \C33A Commission No.l . 
SAIGON? Sou tli East Asia Command. 

6 Nov M5. 


To: 


. 3 AC SEA, 

„ U (I) l fo 

hq b alf sidi 

HQ. 14 Army. 
HQ. 20 Di v. 


r Combined Section U. I .Dte) 


Subject:- SUBIIA3 CHaNUHA BOSE. 

The following information has been elicited from the 
conversations with the Staff Officers of the Japanese Army HO. 

Saigon 

1* In December 1944. 3UBHA3 CHANDRA BOSS suggested that 
it would be expedient for tile J apanese Govt, to come 
to, terms with tail ANG-KAI-SHEK and further seek 
friendship with Russia. B03E*3 theory was that CHINA 
would only too gladly accept, a suggestion which would 
extract her from the convulsions or a long and weary 
war. In regard to Russia* he explained that he was 
convinced that the Russian alliance with GR2 IT BRITAIN 
and AMERICA was brought about by force of circumstances 
and that with the completion of German defeat* Russia 
• will repudiate her present mask of friendship and will 
openly revert to her well known hostile status towards 
GREAT BRITAIN and U • 3. A. 


2. The Japs were in favour of such p move as thov 
realised that their defeat was inevitable umless a 

arsmount poll tical event of this nature occurred, 
ut they were doubtful if BOSE was capable of 
procuring this new tripartite alliance. The Japanese 
therefore roj acted this offer and conventionally 
reiterated their belief in their eventual victory 
a as they intended to produce a large scale counter- 

attack which would turn the tide of war in tbeir 
favour. 

There are indications that the Japanese Govt, evinced 
a keen interest when B03E put forth these suggestions 
and in fact plausible ?s these looked to than; it 
was in thia connection tbit BOSE visited TOKYO on 
Dec 44, But his preliminary effort to explore the 
possibilities for suefe a peace did not prove 
encouraging and hence the Japanese rejections of the 
proposals. 

3. In June, 1945 while in SINGAPORE, SUBHaS CHANDRA B033, 
forseeing that the defeat of the Japanese was a 
matter of time only requested the Japs for permission 
to move hi 3 pro vi sional Govt, and a part oT the 
I.N.A . to JAPAN proper or CHINA, Southern Army, HQ 
passed this in turn to TOKYO, Ilia said that 
Lt.General SHI DEI , Vice Chief of Staff* Southern Army 
HQ. opposed this permission on the ground that 
without BOSS the I.NA. in MALAYA ana SI jM will not 
only disintegrate but become an administrative 
anbarrasanent at a juncture when it wa3 least desired. 

Again in July as the situation was jmujEd fast 
deterioating for the Japanese, BOSHT sounjit permission, 
this time to enter U.S.3.R. via MaNCHURIA with a few 
selected members of hi 3 movement. Ho formal reply wa3 

made to this butt Rnai? m . • . , 

PUiE was advised to proceed to 
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\\ to proceed to TOKYO in view of hi 3 request. Col. 

11 Y AIJO Chief of the 2nd Sec. Southern Army HQ, has 
'ijaen interrogated at 3ome length on this point. 

He 'H emphatic that the Japanese decision to"reapect 
BQS^ 3 views" does not denote that the Japanese 
Govt, had snu^it or received willingness Irora the 
Russians to accept 0032 to go underground in their 
country. 

On the contrary, he believes that the Japanese Govt 
was then approaching RUSSIA to sue for peace and 
could not at this stage allow any complication which 
must have arisen from u03 £' 3 admission. 

5. In the absence of pny specific answer from TOKYO, 
BOSS intended to give himself up to Chinese or 
Anerican forces,. if on his arrival in TOKYO, the 

— ^ Japanese Govt, did not permit him to enter Soviet 
Russia. But the fact remains that from SAIGON. 

BOSS actually travelled in a plane which was taking 
Lt.Gen. SHIBEI to MANCHURIA via JAPAN where the 
latter had be-ui posted after tire surrender, 
f another source contends that there was no need for 
the Japanese to ask the Russians for BOSE's entry 
(because BO S3" wanted to go to MANCHURIA from where 
'lie thought he would be able to get in touch with the 
[Russian forces and obtain necessary admission 
j independently. 

6 , It was in view of this that 3. C. BOSS had left 
SINGAPORE on 16;i**ug. On his way, ha stopped at 
BANGKOK where he took a formal farewoll of everbody. 
He arrived in SAIGON at 1200 hrs on 17 Aug. 15. 
Lt.Gen.ISODA had come from BANGKOK to bidn303E 
farewell and the former returned after two ofc throe 
days. 


7. After the accident at TAII10KU on 18 Aug BOSS and 

HaBIB-IN-RHHMaN were admitted into Military hospital 
where BOSS died the same night. 

H ABIB—IN— RH3I1A AN after his recovery left for TOKYO 
^ on 5 Sep 45 wi th ashes of B03E. Formosan Anny informs 
that HABIB-I11-R2M AN took with him a package containing 
photographs taken at thetime of BOSE's de^ui and 
also the jewwllGy that BOSE was carrying with him. 

0 o It is generally recognised here tha.t SUBIlAf3 CHANDRA 
(BOSE had actually died. Also it is beyond doubt tha t 
\he had jismiBa plans to go underground together with 
p number of selected friends of nia movement..,-.. -Thera. , 
is nothing further by way of details or documentary 
evidence that can be obtained from Bputhem Army HQ. 

In the absence of substantial proof, it is still 
difficult to state conclusively the fate of BOSE but 
/ the belief th at he is dead is growing stronger and 
widespread. 
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Fhrther investigations are being conducted on the 
following linos : 

(a) Allied HQ TOKYO has been reouested to fly 

Staff Officer TADA to 3AIC0N for esamination. 

'(b) Interrogation Report on "Col" HaBIB-IN-RFHM AN J 
is on the way. to this H.Q. and the details . 

* or ’it will be chocked at this end, ***“ ’* 

■ (c) The photographs will probably furnish- best 
proof of nis death. 


t * ; ’ . 

, -- :■ *2* ■ " 
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HQ j AC 315 A Commiaaion Ho«(t 


Zo 


y 




/ 
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, rv 

( Agr - Aur 45 ) . 

C»C« Hose and his party loavJrg Rangoon on 24 Apr 45 
reached Bangkok on 14 Kay. The party, at the tine of leaving 
largoon, had in Its possession gold, gold ornaoonts end dinwrids 
contained ir. 4 boxes of varying si zo o ranging be twoen 9"x 9"x 4* 
thd 6”x 4"x 2". An additional quantity of gold was purchased on 
O* way at I'oulmeln to the extent of Ra,7C0,C00 drawn by S.C* *k>?e 
fro® Yokohama fpecie Bark, Koulcein Branch. 

‘rhila at Bangkok several meetings of the Cablrot Vlnister* 
tf tha pul were held between 18 Way to 14 Jun, the object of 
vhieh ;»aa to decide as to tha futur* course or action so far as 
Ilia existence of tlia PGI was concerned. No dacislon could be 
Arrived at as fl.C. Bo fa lad to laava for Bingapora In order to 
**rry out his propaganda over tha radio agairst tha acceptance 
«f "ffavell Proposal". In course of the so ires tings Lt, Col* 
(l'aJ-o«n) Chatterjee suggested tlwt a nucleus of the PGI should 
le sliifted to Tunran Province in order to contact tha Communists 
vie had cwro influence In tl»t part of China, and through their 
lelp to contact tha Soviet authorities in Siberia. At the sane 
tlrro it nas thought desirable to leave behind certain Cabinet 
llrluters ar.d high ranking 2.N.A. officers to carry on the fight 
1 1 th HQ at Bangkok and Singapore • Tha following woro tha 
tfficors proflont in these meetings *• 

(1) C.C. Bose 

(2) Lt.Col (HaJ-Gen) Bhonsle 

(3) M " * « Chatterjee 

(4) " " « Klar.i 

C*pt (Col) Gulz&ra Bingh 
Iyer 

A *U * Eahoi • 

A.K. Barker 

I car Bingh - Gen. Geerotary XXL Bangkok* 
paraBxu.and > 

D.W. Khan 
Deb Nath Das 

(13) Karim Ohani (also attended the l^st me’tiig), 

i ■ i 

After the 2nd meeting (exact dates not remembpr^d) Kiani 
loft for Singapore to arrange accommodation for thei Rani of 
f ban si girls numbering about 120 who we re at that timexat 
Bangkok* At about tha same time Chatterjee, ;I ye r, and ^ .U. Satwi 
left for fialgon - Chatterjee to establish the site \for th*e PHI, 
)yer for broadcasting work and Cahal on >a special mission at 
lanoi not known to B1189. '* 

i \ ! 

On 16 Aug 45 8.C* Do*# came to Bangkok by k' special Jap 
tomber chartered for him, accompanied by Iyer, Ca,tti (Col) 'TEablb 
tr Rahman and Capt (Lt.Col) Pritam Gingh. On 17 n,ug 0700 hr* 
(Tokyo Time) Bose left Bangkok for rai gen accompanied by'the 
following additional personnel of tlve TOI ar.d I.jK.A* I- 

(1) Gulzare Gingh \ \ 

(2) "WJ" Jia B san 

(3) Deb Hath Das , ' 


Lt.Gen. 1 50 DA ar.d two other II. Kikar, perionre), aceonp anted 
los o and the party in o separate aircraft. 


I 
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'"'jcording to BllflO's information received fran 11. KAkan 
and other source*, Bose and the parties reached Saltjqn or- the 
day (17 Aug). On the following day (18 Aug) f>.C. Tone 
accompanied by Capt (Col) Habib ur Rahman left for Tokyo in a 
plane originally want for the conveyance of gone high rn kirg 
offlalal* of Mori Rutai as placing of the special bomber at his 
disposal was no longer possible. The rest of Bose* a party 
retrained behind *t Saigon where at that tine Chattsrjeo and 
Cehai were also staying, IPODA who happened to be prssont at 
the Reigon aerodrome to soa the party off, said that Po.30 tock . 
nls seat in the passage of aircraft between the pilot and the 
tail and as such could not bo seen to wave goodbye when tlv> plane 
took off. According to the estimation of BllBDjtha rooalnder 
of the party at Saigon named above might have moved into nr y 
of the following places, as these were the > amo* of the places 
suggested by various members in the Cablret meetings mentioned 
before i- 


(1) Yunan Province 

( 2) Hanoi 

(3) Shanghai 

(4) Harbin (Pinkiang) 

In course of talk with ISODA on 21 Aug 46 B1109 heard 
that the plane carrying Hose and the party larded at Talboku 
(Formosa) at 1200 hrs (Tokyo Time) on ISth, and after about an 
liour* s halt was taking off at 1400 hrs when the right e gine 
failed resulting in the crash of the plane. The crow and the 
Chief of staff Mori Butai were killed instantaneously, and Bose 
with Habib ur Rahimn and 4 other Japanese officials *ore 
seriously injured, Bose and the other injured persons wre 
removed to an eye hospital at Talhoku where he died at 2406 hrs 
on the night of 18/19 Aug 46 without regaining con scion a* obi, 

Ko information about Habib ur Rahman could be obtained onlrg to 
-restrictions put by the Allies on Jap communication. B11B9 
requested ISODA to keep photographs of Bose's funeral and other 
rites as well as Ms remains, Ko photographs or further 
information was received by B1189, 

B1189 does not know whether Chatterjee ever mat any of 
the rationalist Amanita leaders in course of his iwyvenni.ta in 
French Inrio-China. About Annendte leaders B1189 only knows 
that S.C. Bose on hi a way to Tokyo in Deo 43 was proven ted by 
the Japanese from meeting some of them who were eager to Beet 
him (S.C. Bose) at Saigon, 

B1189 ha* no direct information regarding the gold 
mentioned above. Hi a own impression is, that a major portion 
of the gold was taken by G.C. Bore while the reminder was 
loft with the rest of his party. 



How did Metaji SBBTIAS CHAHDRA BOSS go 


to JA^AM from India? 


Tlie North-West Frontier Province has very often in the 

past proved important in Indian History. Several times has the 

* 

famous British Army suffered defeat at the hands of the hill 
tribes who inhabit the country. But today a little incident 
has brought this Province once again in the limelight. This is 
due to its connection with the disappearance of Subhas Chandra 
Pose from his hous in Calcutta. 

Mr. R. 1 ''. Karan jia, the representative of a Newspaper, 
who is touring the country, has published the following story. 
In this he appears to have used information from documents with 


the Government of India. The whole r/orld considers Subhas 
Chandra Bose's escape from India as one of the greatest riddles 
of World War II. 

Mr. Karan jia describes the tt.Vf.F.' 0 . as a beautiful but 

* 4 * * + 

dangerous country. Many of the links in the route for S.C. 

Bose's escape from India in 1 Q 39 are to be found in this 
Province. He says that in spite of the time that has 
elapsed since the incident, he is able to obtain and send 
information of this nysterious incident. 

First to Russia and then to Germany. Current public 
opinion on S.^. Bose’s escape is that he sailed for Japan 
in a Japanese ship from the Bay of Bengal. * This is incorrect. 
S.C. Bose Trent first to Kabul via ^eshawar, through the Khyber 
pass and then went to Russia and Germany. The Indian Frontier 

i r ‘ 

can be crossed only at two points in the N.?J;F.?. One route 
enters Afghanistan and the other leads to Russia. Two methods 
.are .open for, doing this; to obtain permission from the British 

it f 

authorities or to bribe a passage from the hill tribes. ■ In the 

latter case the hill tribes guarantee safe escort across the 

* 1 ¥ 

frontier on money being paid. 

* , * * , 

Naturally S.C. Bose employed the second means. Evidence 

of S.C.Bose of having been last seen in this locality is 

available at '£ub Eadar a hill outpost. Subhas Chandra Bose ’ s 

disappearance ( carae to. the notice of the secret police a month 

after his escape when enquiries wore initiated. This month's 

interval afforded S.C.Bose sufficient tag time to make Esamx 

complete arrangements for leaving India. 


It is still not understood how Russia, which 
conducted persistent propaganda against him, helped Bose to 
get to Berlin. But it m\jst be remembered that in 1941, Stalin 
was not Hitler's enemy but his ally. For this reason alone he 

must havefielped Subhas Chandra Bose to get to Berlin. 

* 

Today as the relations between Russia and the Fe stern 
countries are strained, it is also possible that- Russia, after 
the defeat of Japan has given sanctuary to S. n .Bose who 
dis-regarding his personal safety has pledged to gain India's . 
independence. 

It is said in seme quarters that he was killed in a 
plane crash and the re are also people who say that they have 
sitnesses the incident. It is difficult to refute t’is. 

. F.hri far ay an, the ’"ar Correspondent of the "Hindu" 

who is on a Far-Hastern tour at orr-sent, reports /that reliable 
evidence to substantiate B.C.Eose's death in a plane crash is 
not available. 

■The arrival recently in Bengal of B.C. Bose's alleged 
remains and the bringing of the charred leather wrist watch strap 
cannot be taken as conclusive proof of his death. 

Home months ago also, ■ the Japanese Propaganda Depart- 
ment had announced a plane crash in which S.C.Bose was supposed 
* 

'to have been killed. It is just possible that ‘in this case also 
the news of his death may be untrue. 

'The bringing of S.C. Bose's remains to Bengal and the 

findings of his wrist-watch strap are certainly^ dramatic occasions 

/ * * ■ 

bi\t they have no value as news items. On the contrary due to such 

- , ■ \ 

stories the n^ysteiy round Subhas Chandra Bose's death increases. ' 



MOST IMMEDIATE/PARLIAMENT QUESTION 


Ministry of External Affairs 
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SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 

Unstarred Question No. 4376 

To be answered on : 2 Ust April 1999 

Tabled by : Sliri Madhav Rao Patil and 
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2 . Draft answer is placed at Flag ’ B ’ . 
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Information on Subliasli Clia 
Bose 



4376. SHRI MADHAV RAO 
PATIL: 

SHRI D.S. AH I RE: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

be pleased lo state: 


(a) whether the Government have 
r sought any information from the 

Government of Britain about Shri 
Subhash Chandra Bose; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 




(e) the details of the response 
received from British Government in 
this regard? 


> 
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Unstarred Question No.4376 


LOK SABHA 

Unstarred Question No.4376 
To be answered on 21 ’st April 1999 

INFORMATION ON SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


4376. Shri Madhav Rao Patil and Shri D.S. Ahire: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state; 

a) Whether the Government have sought any information from the 
Government of Britain about Shri Subhash Chandra Bose; 

b) if so, the details thereof; and 


c) the details of the response received from British Government in 
this regard? 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(Shri Jaswant Singh) 


a), b) & c) Yes, Sir. The British Government have, in response to a 
query from the Indian High Commission in London, confirmed that the 
name of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose does not figure in any^list of 
war criminals drawn up by them. 
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London WC2B 4NA 
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Favan Kapoor 

Tel No.: (00-44-171) 836 8484 Extn. 164 

First Secretary (Pol) 

Fax No.: (00-44-171) 836 6695 


To: 

Mr B.S . Bishnoi 

Fax No. 00 91 11 3794145 

Miss ion/ Company:- 

Director (EW), Europe West Division. Ministry 
of External Affairs, Room 39-A, South Block.New 

Delhi 

Department : 




Copy to: 


Fax A to. : 


File No.: 

Date: 
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In case of difficulty with this transmission, please ring (0171) 836 8484 Extn. 164. 

Message 

CRASH - PARLIAMENT QUESTION 

Reference your Fax of date regarding the 4 Lok Sabha Questions for 
answer on 2 1 April 1999. 

2. Our inputs for the various questions are as follows, ad seriatim: 

1) Information on Subhas Chandra Bose: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The Government of India, through its High Commission in 
London, sought information from the Government of Britain 
about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s name being on the list of 
war criminals drawn up by the UK after World War II/ 

(c) The information received from the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office of the British Government was that no list of Indian w^r 
criminals was drawn up by the UK. Suf h a list was drawn up 
only for Japanese and German nationals. Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s name did not figure on any such li^t. 
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2) Delegation from Britain: 

(a), (b) & (c) Government is unaware of any such delegation from 
House of Lords’ likely visit to India for enquiring into 
visa problems. 


3) Relations with Britain: 

(a) As part of an on-going process, the British Government reiterated 
their keenness to maintain and Ijirther develop good relations 
with India during the visit of our External Affairs Minister to UK 
from 2- 5 February 1999, and during the visit of the Deputy 
Prime Minister of UK to India from 4-12 March 1999. 


4) British Dy. PM ! s Visit to India: 


We have not yet received details of what transpired during the visit. 





(Pavan Kapoor) 


* 


LOK SASHA 

'1-4-1999 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(Parliament Section) 

*** 


The list of finally admitted questions for the Lok Sahha to be 
answered on 21,4. 1999 is enclosed herewith. 

2. The draft answers to Starred/Unstarred Questions in quadruplicate, 
typed in double space may be submitted directly to EAM/MOS after being 
approved by the concerned Secretary, by today itself. 

3. Starred Question may be put up in red file cover and Unstarred 
questions in blue file cover. 

4. While putting up the Question/Answer, text of the Question part in 
the printed version may be closely compared since it could be slightly 
different from that of the advance notice received earlier. The File 
number of the Section/Division may also be indicated to facilitate 
indexing & future referencing. 

£ . p; 

5. The following points may be noted while putting up draft answers: 

(a) Para numbering on any statement to be laid on the Table of the 
House may be given. 

(b) Para numbering on Note for Supplementaries may be given. 

{ c ) In presenting draft answers to Starred Questions two identical 
sets may be made consisting cf: 


{ i ) Question/Answer 


(ii) Statement (if any) 

(iii) Note for Supplementaries 


(iv) Anticipated Questions & their Answers (if any) 


The remaining two sets of Questions/Answers/Statements may then be 
placed thereafter. 

6. In case of Starred Questions, it may be ensured that 12 copies of 
Note for supplementaries and anticipated questions and answers (if 
any), reach Parliament Section by 1100 hrs on Monday, 19-4-99 for 
timely preparation of briefing folders for SAM/ MOS, Secretaries and 
other Officers. 


(Rajenaer Kumar) 
Section Officer! Pari ) 
16-4-99 



DISTRIBUTION AS PER ENCLOSED LIST 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 


SI. Adv. 
No. No. 

Final 
No . 

Priority Subject 

Section/ Head of 
Division 

1. 17949 

421 

I Release of Prisoners 

I PA 

JS(IPA) 

OIH 

2. 17861 

425 

V Aid to Kosovo Albanians 

EE 

JS(EE) 

3. 17879 

429 

IX Indo-Pak Dialogue 

IPA 

JS(IPA) 

4. 17919 

432 

XII Air Strikes by NATO 

EE 

JS(EE) 

5. 17938 

435 

XV Visa to NR Is 

CPV 

JS(CPV) 

OIH 

6. 17958 

438 

XVIII PM Visit to Pak 

IPA 

JS {IPA ) 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 


* 

Si. Adv. 

Final 

Subject 

Section/ Head of 

No. No. 

No. 



Division 

1. 3160 

4364 

Visits of Custom Officers in 

India to Check Child Labaour 

AMS 

JS (AMS ) 

2. 3723 

4373 

International Seminar on Peace 
Keeping t* 

UN-II 

JS(UNP) 

3. 3737 

4375 

Cultural Troupes 

ICCR 

JS(CUL) 

4. 3739 

4376 

Information on Subhash Chandra 
Bose 

EW 

JS { EW ) 

5. 4035 

4383 

Forcible Takeover of Indian 
Labourers 

BM 

JS(BSM) 

6. 4808 
OIH 

4386 

t ‘h 

Agreements with other Countries 

Coord 

JS{ Coord) 

7. 11791 

4391 

Protection of Human rights 

UN- 1 

JS(UNE) 

8. 15663 

4395 

Single Currency for Asian 

MER 

JS ( ED 



Countries 


MER ) 

9. 17972 

4403 

Arrest of Indian Fishermen 

IPA 

JS(IPA) 

10. 18140 
OIH 

4417 

G-15 Conference 

MER 

JS { ED & 
MER) 

11, 18163 

4419 

Promotion of Hindi 

Hindi 

JS(AD) 

12. 18196 

4424 

Passports to Illegal Bangladeshi 
Nationals 

CPV 

JS(CPV) 

13. 18258 

4429 

Central Ha; Committee 

Ha j 

JS ( GD ) 

14. 18305 

4431 

Kashmir Issue 

IPA 

JS ( IPA} 

15. 18409 

4440 

Emigration Fee 

CPV 

JS ( CPV ) 
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16. 18438 

4443 

Bomb Attack on Hindu Temple 

South 

JS{ South ) 

OIH 

17. 18570 

4449 

Promotion of Indian Languages 

ICCR 

JS(CUL) 

18. 19094 

4450 

Foreign Policy 

EE 

JS(EE) 

19. 19188 
(OIH) 

4452 

Fake Passport 

CPV 

JS(CPV) 

20. 21911 

4455 

Bus Service to Dhaka 

BM 

JS(BSM) 

(OIH) 

21. 3790 

4461 

NATO Air Strikes 

EE 

JS (EE) 

22. 04038 

4462 

Border Dispute 

EA 

JS(EA) 

23. 15245 

4465 

Threat Perception of Chinese 
Nuclear Power 

EA 

JS (EA) 

24. 17962 

4474 

Relations with Britain 

EW 

JS(EW) 

25. 18016 

4477 

UN Conference on Disarmament 

DISA 

JS(DISA) 

26. 18022 

4478 

Passport Advisory Committee 

PV-I 

JS(CPV) 

(OIH) 

27. 18114 

4484 

Posting of Ambassadors 

FSP 

JS(AD) 

28. 18259 

4493 

Haj Pilgrims - 2 , 

Haj 

JS(GD) 

29. 18364 

4501 

Indo-China Cultural Ties 

EA 

JS ( EA) 

30. 18452 

4506 

Indian Enclaves 

BM 

JS(BSM) 

31. 11595 

4514 

P.M. Visit to Pakistan 

I PA 

JS(IPA) 

32. 11968 

4515 

Elimination of Child Labour 

SAARC 

JS( SAARC) 

33. 17902 

4520 

Indo-Iran ties 

I PA 

JS(IFA) 

34. 18271 

4531 

Joint Working Group 

EA 

JS (EA) 

35. 18300 

4532 

British Deputy PM Visit to India 

EW 

JS(EW) 

36. 17870 

4538 

Freedom Struggle 

XP 

JS(XP) 

37. 17885 

4539 

Indo-Pak Joint Business Council 

IPA 

JS(IPA) 

38. 17904 

4541 

Relations with China 

EA 

JS(EA) 

39. 17925 

4542 

Compensation for Gulf war Victims 

SKC 

JS(SKC) 


3. . 
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40. 18156 

4546 

Delegation from Britain 

EW 

JS( EW) 

41. 17907 

4551 

Talks with France 

EW 

JS( EW) 

42. 18159 

4553 

Foreign Secretary visit to 

Myanmar 

BM 

JS(BSM) 

43. 07660 

4555 

Indian Land under Chinese 
Possession 

EA 

JS ( EA ) 

# 

44. 15275 

4567 

Re-opening of Khobrapar Railway 
Border 

I PA 

JS ( IPA } 

45. 17910 

4571 

SAARC Foreign Ministrial Meeting 

SAARC 

JS( SAARC ) 

46. 18105 

4572 

Investment in ASEAN Region 

MER 

JS ( ED & 

MER) 

47. 18217 

4575 

Fishermen in Pak Jails 

IPA 

JS(IPA) 


Distribution 


1. PS to EAM 

2. PS to MOS 

3. Director {FSO} 

4. Secretary (East ) /Secretary (ER) /Dean{FSI ) / Secretary (West) 

5. AS (UN) /AS (PA) . 

6. JS (PP)/JS( Coord)/ JS(XP) 

7. DS (Pari & Coord)/ DS(Hindi) I 

8 . US {Pari & Coord) 

9. XPR/XPP • ' ' 

10. Shri Rangarajan, Question Branch, Lok Sabha Secretariat £ 


mgk/lsf inlist* 

-ifi.i of; 


. 



cTc^ttc r 

MOST IMMEDIATE* 


D.O.No.2720/H/Vol.n: 


7w rcmr? 


:I © 


* 

A. P. Sharma 

Joint Secretary (Trg) & CAO 



- — ^ - no 011 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
C-ll Hutments, Dalhousie Road 



New Delhi - 110 011 


April 20, 1999 


Dear /t & ^ 


Please refer to your d.o. letter No.2323/JS(EW)/99 dated 16th April, 1999 
regarding Rajya Sabha Provisionally Stared Question Dy No. 0081 71 for answer on 
29th April, 1999. 

2. All the records pertaining to INA held by the History Division of the 
Ministry of Defence have been declassified and already transferred to the National 
Archives of India on 26th August, 1997. There are no more records pertaining to 
INA in the custody of History Division of MOD. As such, Ministry of Defence is 
not concerned with part (c) of the Question under reference. 

3. We are unable to accept transfer of the Question as suggested by you. You 
may like to take further action to answer the Question. 



Yours Sincerely, 



(AP Sharma) 


Ms Bhaswati Mukherjee 
. Joint Secy (EW) 
x -> ’ Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 

New Delhi -110 Oil. 
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2) Delegation front Britain: 


(a), (b) St (c) Government is unaware of any such delegation from 
House of Lords’ likely visit to India f or enquiring into 
visa problems. 


.V) Relations with Britain: 


{•a) As part of ait on-going process, the British Government reiterated 
their keenness to maintain and further develop good relations 
with India during the visit of our External Affairs Minister to UK 
from 2-5 February 1999, and during the v isit of the Deputy 
F'rime Minister of t IK to India from 4-12 March 1999 


4) British Dy. PM‘s Visit to India: 


We have not >el received details of what transpired during the visit 




A/VVW 






(Pjvun Kapoor) 








































Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's name being on the list of war 

criminals drawn up by the UK. after World War II. 


According to the UK's Imperial War Museum, London and as 
substantiated by the Historical Branch of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth office, UK did not draw up a list of Indian war 
criminals. Such a list was drawn up only for Japanese and German 
nationals. 

According to information given by the Senior Historian of the 
Imperial War Museum, even if Netaji's name had been on any such 
list, his name would have been removed, following his death soon 
after World War II. The Army Historical Branch of the Ministry of 
Defence, UK has also been contacted to re-confirm this information. 
Their response is awaited. 
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QUESTION FOR "THE LOK SABHA 

ORIGINAL UNSTARRED 

D-No. 3739 
Ministry to which the 

day has been allotted : EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

41 

The question will be put down for the 

sitting on the 21^04-99 

INFORMATION ON SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


SHRI MADHAV RAO PATIL: 
SHRI D.S.AHIRE: 


Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state: 

I 

(a) whether the Government have sought any information from 
the Government of Britain about Shri Subhash Chandra Bose; 


ADMITTED 


' c 



(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the details of the response received from British 
Government in this regard? 
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Most IryjSniate/Parliament Question 

1 /£W onrfjbu) /jl3 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(Europe West Division) 


RAJYA SABHA PROVISIONALLY STARRED 

QUESTION DY. NO. 008171 FOR ANSWER 

ON 29 APRIL 1999 

REGARDING NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE 


Placed below is a copy of the Notice received from Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat regarding Provisionally Starred Question 
Dy. No. 008171 for answer on 29 April 1999. 


2. Parts (a) and (b) of the Question seek information on 
whether the name of Netaji Sabhash Chandra Bose still 
figures in the list of war criminals maintained by the British 
Government. Our High Commission in London had, in this 
regard, earlier informed us that Netaji Subash Chandra's 
name had, in fact, never been included in any list of war 
criminals drawn up by the British Government. This 
information had been communicated by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs to Parliament in response to Rajya Sabha 
Unstarred Question Dy. No. 237 answered on 24 February 
(copy enclosed). 


3. Part (c) of the Question seeks information on whether 
the Government proposes to make public the documents 
relating to the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. MHA 
have informed us that they are not in possession of any such 
documents. A copy of MHA's communication in this regard 
is also placed below. 

4. It is understood that certain documents relating to the 
death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are with EA Division. 
It would, therefore, be for EA Division to respond to whether 
the Government have any plans to make these documents 
public. (It is possible that these documents may be of a 
classified nature). 


5. It is requested, in view of the above, that EA Division 
may kindly accept transfer of the above mentioned 
Parliament Question. 




( B.S. Bishnoi ) 
Director (EW) 





. MOST IM^EDIATE/SECRET 

(AS l >/ E>T?&J<S~Q ip 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(Europe West Division) 

Placed below is a copy of the Notice received from Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat regarding Provisionally Starred Question 
Dy. No. 008171, which was earlier supposed to have been 
answered on 29 April 1999. 

2. Part (c) of the Parliament Question had sought 
information on whether the Government had any plans for 
making public the documents relating to the death of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 

3. EA Division as well as MHA and MOD have informed 
us that they do not have any documents on this matter. The 
National Archives have some documents which were 
transferred to them by the MOD in 1997 and which are 
available to the public. 

4. NGO may kindly inform this Division if it has any 
documents regarding the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose. This information would be required to respond to Part 
(c) of the Parliament Question whenever it comes up again 
i.e. on whether the Government has any plans for making 
public the documents relating to the death of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 



( B.S, Bishnoi )' 
Director (EW) 


20.4.99 
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F,No,33-i/99.P#A# 

National Archives of India 
Government of India, 
Janpath , New Delhi-llOCOi 



1 9 '.995 

Most^M^jate 
Parliament question 



3hri 3.5, Bishnoi , 

Director (HW) 

Ministry of External Affairs, Soul l— * * 4 ' Node 
New Delhi, 

Fax No .-37 94145 


Subjects- Hajya Sabha Provisionally starred ^Jestion Dy, No. 008171 
for answer on 29th April, 1999—— Documents relating 
to the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 


Sir, 

I am to refer to the Ministry of External Affairs letter 
No.Wl dated 16th April 1999 and forward herewith parawise reply. 




Yours faithfullu, 

l— 

( S.MJR. BAlAK j 

Deputy Director of Archives , 

Government of India 



Ends: -I 


Rajya Sal* a Provisionally starred Question D y. >b *0 08 17 1 
for answer on 29th April, 1999 regarding documents relating to 
the death of Ifetaji Subhas Chandra Bose by Kamerdu Bhattacharjee, 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Question 

Whether it is a fact that 
the name of Ifetaji Subhas 
Chandra B>se still figure in 
the list of War Criminals 
maintained by the British 
Government* 

If so, whether Government 
propose to approach the 
British Government for removal 
of the name of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Boge from the list, and 

Whether Government propose to 
acquire and mate public all 
the documents relating to the 
death of Jfetaji Subhas Chandra 
ftsse and the details there of. 


Answer 

lb comments to offer. 

Since no records available 
in National Archives of India, 


Matter does not pertain to 
National Archives of India 
in view of # a* above. 


National Archives of India 
is not in a position to offer 
any comments in this regards. 
Ministry of Defence, 
Government of India had 
downgraded 990 folders 
containing I#N,a, Papers 
transferred to National 
Archives of India on 26th 
August^ 1997 which are open 
for consultation by the bona- 
fide research scholars in 
Rs search Roonv National 
Archives of India, 


T-* 

“i fc. 



^ Note for the supplementaries on Rajya oaths starred i4*No .-008171 
which will be put down for sitting on 29th April ,1999* 


National Archives of India has acquired 14 microfilm rolls 
from U.K, 8. Germany on Subhas Chandra Bose under Cultural Exchange 


Programme, 

46 Photo copies of Subhas Chandra Bose Papers were received 
* thrdugh Department of Culture on 15,5,91 from U*S. S.R# 

Ch 26th August, 1997,990 items/files of I.N,A, papers were 
transfered by the Ministery of Defence, Government of India, Ihese 
declassified papers include formation aSwi the Indian National Array, 
platoon lecture. Radio Broad casts, speeches by Subhas Chandra Bose 
and other mambers of X,N*A« awarded of medals/Badges , ir^ddition to 
various other activities of the I.N*A,; the formation of the all 
women Janshi Regiment, their rigrous training with rare photographs 
like guard of honour received by Netaji, detailed worked plan of 
the provisional Government; its functioning, allocation of Port 
follio etc, Ihe most interesting part is about the trial of I*N#A. 
Soldiers in the Red Fort and related papers highlighting the activities 
and British Policy repression. Few copies of pages from File Nos, 

249 I.N.A, 8, 282 I»N,A» having reference about the death of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose may kindly be seen at flag *A* 1 


The entire material state^above ,£,e. microfilms, photo 


copies of papers of Subhas Chandra Bose and I*N#A. papers are open 
for consultation to bonafide Researchers. National Archives of 


India is extending full facilities to the Research Scholars in this 
regard. 
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SIffCfcMEHl OF YOSiUMX TAHEYOSHI, C/JTAIH O.IEDIflAL) OF THE 
IMPERIAL JAPANESE A RMY, WITH REGARD TO THE DEATH OF ONE 
CH ANDRA BOSE._tVHO_.DIED AT T AIHOKU. FORMOSA, OH 
. 1-8TH DAY OP AUGUST; 1^45. 


•y.> 
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I, TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI, Captain (Medical). of the Imperial 

*- * ’ i , * 

Japanese Army, at present at Stanley Gaol, Hong Kong, having 
observed a statement in a Japanese newspaper, requesting 

- 3 

Information regarding the death of Chandra Bose, wish of 
my own free will ‘to place any knowledge I have of this matter 
at the disposal of the authorities requiring it, To the 
best of my ability and memory I here state the events 
surrounding the death of Chandra Bose, 

In August | 1945, I was the Senior Officer at the 
HAf&dON Military Hospital, Taihoku, Formosa* At about 1700 
hrs on the 18th day of August, 1945, a truck driven up before 
the hospital contained several men who had been injured in 
an aeroplane crash* Two of the men were Indians, and the 
remainder, about five or six in number were Japanese* One^ 
of the Japanese, a Staff Officer with the rank of Lt-ColonSl 
whose name I cannot properly recall, but believe was Ishli- 
something, informed ibe that one of the Indians, pointing him 
cut, was Chandra Bose and that I was not to spare myself and 
must give him the very best of treatment, I immediately 
gave instructions for some medical orderlies to go prepare 
a bed, and for dhers to carry in the injured man* 

When he was laid on the bed, I personally cleaned his 
injuries with oils and dressed them. He was suffering from 
extensive burns over the whole of his body, though the most 
serious were those on his head, chest and thighs. There was 
very little left on his head in the way of hair or other 
identification marks. During the first four hours he was 
seral-concious , and practically normal, speaking quite a good 
deal* The first" words I remember him speaking were in 

* p* ► 

Japanese, when he made a request for water, which had to be 
fed to him through a hospital cup with a spout. As most of 
his speaking was in English , a request for an interpreter 
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was made, and one was sent from the Civil Government Office 
named NAKAMURA, He informed me that he had very often 
interpreted for Chandra Bose and had had many conversations 
with him. He appeared to have no doubt that the man he 
was speaking with was Chandra Bose, During the treating 
of his injuries, I twice inquired of Chandra Bose if he 
was In any pain, and neither time did he make an answer. 

After about four hours. I Inquired whether there was any 
statement, will, or such matter he wished to make. He 
answered 'Nothing'. After the fourth hour he appeared to 
be sinking into unconcluusness . He murmered, and muttered 
in his state of coma, but never regained conclousness. At 
about 2300 hours he died. There was apart from the injuries 
mentioned above, abrasions on his elbows and knees. There 
were no fractures. 

The other Indian was Chandra Bose's Adjutant, a Colonel 
of the Indian National Army, who was suffering from bums 
to the sides of his head, arms, hands and knees. I do not 
remember this mans name, but recall that it was a very long one. 
He was a very tall man, about six feet or over, medium build, 
and clean shaven. 

It was the wish of this Colonel, and also that of the 
authorities that the remains of Chandra Bose should be trans- 
ported to Tokyo, and to facilitate this I injected Formalin 
into the body, and also .had the coffin partly filled with lime. 
The whole was put in a box, and on the 20th August, was taken 
to Taihoku airport for transporting to Japan, in charge of 
Warrant Officer NISIII. IV. 0. Nishi returned later and informed 
me that the body for some unknown reason, could not be taken 
to Japan, and was to be sent to the crematdrium for cremation. 

I therefore made out a death certificate, stating the causes 
of death to be extensive burning and shock. The orders for 
this change of plan came from the Adjutant's Dept, Taiwan Army. 


On the morning of the 19th August, Colonel IJiyata, Staff 
Officer of General Ando came to the hospital to express 
mourning on behalf of General Ando and his staff, and as 
Is our custom brought gifts of flowers, fruits and cakes for 
the deceased. The news of the death of Chandra Bose was kept 
a secret, and I and my staff were warned not to divulge that 
vie knew who It was that had died. The news was as far as 
I can remember published in the public press early In the 
month of September, 1945, 

Of the other passengers of the aircraft 1 have some 
direct and some information which was told to me. As far 
as I could make out, the aircraft, carrying Chandra Dose 
his Adjutant and about ten or twelve others (Japanese), 
took off from the Taiholcu Air I’ort, and after rising to a 
height of thirty feet, suddenly burst into flames and crashed 
to the ground. A major General SHIDBI and two others were 
killed, or unable to escape and were burned with the plane. 

The others escaped or were rescued, and were brought to 
Nanmon hospital. The two pilots ,. Warrant Officer (later 2/Lt) 
AO Y AG I and a Sergeant Major., were both burned, but after 
remaining in my care for about two or three weeks had pract- 
ically recovered and were transferred to the Hokuto Military 
Hospital where I later heard they had died, about three weeks 
after admittance. 

The Indian Colonel, Adjutant to Chandra Dose, remained 
in my care for about 10 days, and was then sent to the Hokuto 
Military Hospital, The interpreter Nakamura went up there with 
him, and I have no knowledge of what became of either of 

them, I do know however that the ashes of Chandra Dose vie re 
handed over to the Indian Colonel. 

There is nothing more 1 can remember of this. matter, at 
the present, but will give thought to it, and anything of 
importance I later remember I will disclose. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 1946. 

Name in Block Letters. Y OSIIIi.lI TAHEYOSItl. 


-a- 


S'EC 


CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER. 



I, IIANAGAKI YOSHIO, State that I truly and correctly 
translated the above statement made by YOGHIUI TANEYOCHI, 
into English, and saw it taken down by Captain A. 11. Turner. 
I later read over the whole of the above statement in the 
Japanes language, and YOSHIHI TANEY0S1II agreed and then 
signed the above statement, in the presence of myself and 
Captain A.R. Turner. 

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 1946. 


Name in Block Letters. IIANAGAKI YOSHIO. 

I, ALFRED RAYMOND TURNER, took the above statement 
of YOSHIMI TANEYOSIII, with regard to the death of Chadra 
Bose, and the Certificate of the Interpreter IIANAGAKI YOSHIO 
at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October, 1946, duly 
witnessing their signatures. 


.Captain 

A.H. TURNER. 

war Crimes Liaison Section (Formosa) 

i 

Hong Kong, I 

19th Oct, 1946. 
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18 Aug 45 Ga his right chost ha wore a League HQ badge 

and also the I iff, A* tricolour badge* As far as 
1 B1269 is awa ra, Bose was not wearing a wristlet 

watch *al though B12S9 cannot say whether he 
carriad ona in his pocket. B1269 knows nothing 
&bout the watch which Bose is’ alleged to have 
given Bhonslo (B1189) * 

Ngtg: * Jajor Bbonsle possesses a gold watch 

and chain which he stated was given to 
hirr by Bos a at Bangkok on 17 Aug 45. 

B1269 Insists that, as far as he was aware* It was 
Bose's intention to return from Tokyo as soon 
as he had completed his business there* . 
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At about 1400 -hrs the bomber reached Taihoku 
(Formosa) 'Airfield where it refuelled and the 
passengers had lunch. No Indian was there to 
meet them and neither did Bose interview 
anyone there. While having lunch Bose mentioned 
casually to 31259 in Hindustani* that he hoped 
the Japanese would make arrangements for the 
rest of the party to com© in time* and not 
disappoint them* as' they had don© previously at 
the time of his return from Tokyo. After a stay 
of about half an hour at the airfield^ the 
bcir,b3r took off again* Before B1269 and Bose 
entered the plane* the engine had been started 
and the crew ware all in their places* , About 
5 minutes after taking ^ff* and when the 
plane had reached an altitude of about 300 ft.* 

3^? 59 heard a very loud noise which resembled 
iannotfJire coming from the direction of the 
hos© of the plane* 31269 thought at the time 
that the plane bad been attacked. The aircraft 
appeared to lose flying speed and crashed almost 
immediately afterwards, hitting the ground on 
its nose. The engines as well as the rear of 
the plan© were on. fire. B1269 saw Bose attempting 
to move towards the rear of the plane *but on 
31259's suggestion, Bose changed his course and 
moved towards the front. The celluloid cover 
above the pilot's position had burst open. 

Some of the Japanese passengers reached the 
aperture before B1269 and Bose, and crawling 
through it* dropped to the ground. The aperture 
was open to the left s ide of the plane. Bose 
then crawled through and was followed by B 1269. J 
In doing so the flames were coming from the 
front and 31269 's face was burned on the right 
side (B1259 carries obvious marks of recent 
burning and scorching on the whole right side of 
his face). 1 Alighting on the ground and collecting 
his wits, P 1259 noticed Bose in a standing 
position about 12 yards away with smoke coming 
from his garments, Bose was endeavouring to 
reicova his clothes, B1269's clothes, were not 
on fire* 31269 rushed towards Bose to help him 
and finally succeeded In beating out the flames, 
in doing so, B1269 received severe burns on both 
his hands (his hands are still bleached and 
scarred)* ■ • 

Bose had sustained serious burns all over his 
body and when be was laid on the ground BX269 
noticed 2 or 3 fractures on the skull. Bose lay 
for a while on the ground quiet with eyes closed. 
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18 Aug 45 t His last 1 words 


19 *ug 45 


ware la Hindustani " I faal that Jf j 
I shall dia, I have fought for Indian Iridependbnoe 3 
until tho last. Tall my countrymen* India will 
- be free before long. Long live Independent India 11 . 
81263 had seen only one Japanese {probably A Capt) 
sitting on a boulder near the plana ivith bleeding 
injuries, on his head. Besides burns on the hands, . 
B1269’s face was slightly burnt on th^ right side, > 
and he also received* two minor wounds on the head v 
and one lacerated wound on the right leg below 
the knee. 

tf Q t * m j t B1269 bears marks of burns on the face 
and on both hands, two alight scars on 
th3 head and onJ mark of ah Injury on 
ths right leg below tho knee. 

Not e 2i Whan askad to explain why S.C.Bosa was 
badly burned and he himself was not, 

B1269 stated that Bose's clothes may 
have bsen drenched in petrol, as Bose sat 
- under a patrol tank In the plane. Bose’s 
olothaa ware of light weight K,D, B1269 
wore knee-boots, serge breeches and a 
sarga tunic: his cltthas were not burned 
N at pll (he wears them n*w at CSDIC(I)). 

Within 10 minutes t a First Aid party arrived In 
lorries, and Bose and 81269 wore removed in one 
of the lorries to the Army Hospital 'a short 
distance from the scene of accident. Among others 
Injured who came to tho hospital (some before 
31259 and others aftar) were a pilot, a Lt Col, ,a 
Major and Lt qv Capt, B1269 later heard that Gen 
SHJJOjiI, the wireless oparator, one of the members 
of the air crew and the Japanese Air Force 
officer had died. The Japanese Gan had been 
killed instantaneously, B1269 remained with Bose 
from the* time of tho crash until tho death of Boss 
at about 2100 hr? that night To’yo Time, Bose was 
treated for his burns and several infections were 
administered by 3 or 4 Japanese doctors who 
attended him. B1269 does not know the names of 
the hospital staff. Whilst in hospital Bose 
regained consciousness from time to time and 
uttered a few words, sometimes asking for water 
and sometimes suggesting that ho be given v 
injections. Some Japanese military officers came 
to the hospital and made enquiries frbra time to 
time about Bosg’s condition. When the doctors 
announced Boss’s death to these officers, B1269 
requested tha^ to send news to Bangkok and , 
r ^Singapore about the accident, Bose's body was 

kept in the room where he died, and B1269 remained 
there all the night together with Japanese guards 
and some patients. B1269 states' that ho did not 
keep eny souvenirs, as none was available on the 
person of Bose after the accident-all their 
luggage having been burnt on the plane. 

Boss’s body remained in hospital all that day and 
night. The Japanese Staff Colonel Visited B1269 
who requested him to make arrangements for the 
deal body to be taken to Singapore, B1269 was 
told that arrangements were being made as 
requested 'for the corpse to ba taken In a 
transport plane. 
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20 Aug 45 A coffin made of sandal wood was brought to 

tho hospital and Boss's body was placed therein 

21 Aug 45 _ B1269 was Informed that as the coffin Was 

too large, it was not possible to transport 
It by plana*, and the idaa had therefore to 
be dropped. E12S9 than suggested that tho 
body be cremated as tho Japanasa had said 
. thay were unable to preserve It. 

lifter the Japanese had signified their consent 
‘to this proposal, two photographs of Bose were 
taken, one with the body fully cover jd inside 

> 1 J the coffin, and the other with the lid of the 

coffin closed and B1269 seated by Its side. 

* , Fruit and Incense were placed on the coffin In 

accordance with Japanese custom. 

22 Aug 45 At about 1000. hrs Bose's body was removed to 

, a crematorium where a Japanese cleric who 

spoke excellent -Sngllsh, performed a religious 
ceremony . After this, Bose ' s body was taken 
out of the coffin and placed In a furnace. 

1 Tho d lor of the furnace was locked and the 

key was kept by a Japanese military officer. \ 
B1269 had declined to take charge of the key 
us he was at the time running a temperature 
'and was In a very' depressed state of mind. • The > 
body was then set alight by the cleric's, 
assistant. At tho cremation there ware about 
30 Japanese medical and military officers present. 
B1269 dees not recollect any of their names. 

B1269 states that he was the only Indian present 
* at the time, About half an hour after the 
body had Keen set alight, B1269 left the 
Crematorium with the others. 

23 Aug 45 B1269 In the company of the cleric and a Staff 

kajor and 3 or 4 other Japaneso visited tho 
crematorium , whan, tho ashes of Boso_wgi:e f. 

colj acted and placed in a wooden box specially • 
mad$ for' the purpose. B1269 'wa3~shbwh a" small i 
pleCe "of "gold among' the ashos which ho believes 
was part of one of Bose's gold tooth. The box 
containing the ashes was then taken to a 
Japanese temple in the city, where a -religions 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric, i 

, 1 at th Ls temple one of the military officers 

pointed bp 1 : another box and told B1269 that it 
contained the ashes of the Japanese Gen, whom 
he said had also died as the result of the 
air crash. 

« * m 

28 Aug 45 B1269 was removed to Hokoto hospital, a 

distance of about 12 miles from TalhokU, 

While there ,B1269 requested the Japanese 
authorities to send him back to either Bangkok 
nr Singapore. » 

T 3 Sep 15 B12&9 was told that a plana would be leaving \ 

for Tokyo on the following day , and that ho 

% ' ' could avail himself of this chance and take 

with him the ashes of Bose to Tokyo. ■ 


A 


4A', 
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4 &ep 45 B1269 returned to Talhoku and boarded ♦'he j 

plana which carried 4 other Japanese passengers 
Including Lt Col SAKAMAKI and 3 civilians 1 

whose names were not known to B1269. 81269 

was told that the crash on 18 Aug 45 was due 
to one of the airscrews being damaged when 
the plane uns tatting off. B1269 carried with j 
hhim the wooden box containing the ashes of ; 

‘ .UBose, the two photographs of Bose taken on 
tithe 21st Aug 45, three photographs of the i 
lwreck3d plane and a rectangular wrist gold/ 

^iatch with a leather strap. * ' j 

Not B1269 explains that this watch was 

made over to him on 28 Aug 45 by one 
of the Japanese MOs who had attended 
- Bose at the Talhoku hospital,- It may ‘ 

bo remarked here, that this watch | 

has since found its way to 8. C, Bose's 
brother Sarat Chandra Bose* in 
Calcutta, and that B1269 admits that 
two days after his arrival at Delhi 
■ ..he secretly gave this watch .to Capt 

j|3liah Niwaz (B1046) . 

Note 2 ; B1269 states that no photograph of 
Dose's dead face was takarf as tha 
face was badly burn id and made 
grotesque by the ointments etc which had 

AT TOKYO ■ haen applied to his skin by the 

Japanese doctors, 

5op- 45. On arrival 'at Fukuoka aerodrome B1269 was 

taken tc a Japanese hotel where he spent the 
night, . 1 

1 ' T . 

Sep 45 Left Fukuoka by plane about noon and reached 
ah' aerodrome (name not known) at 1500 hrs, „ 

At Fukuoka Lt Col SAKAMAKI separated from 
B1269, as he stated he intendod to travel by i 

train from there to Tokyo. Before par-ting , 
baKAhakl took charge of the box containing 
the ashes of Bose as both hands of B.1269 were 
. bandaged as a result of burns. 

i 

* ■ * 

Sep 45 From the aerodrome on - the mainland (nawe not 
known) B1269 reached Tokyo by train , where- he 
was mat at the railway station by a young 
Japanese Officer, From the railway .station 
B1269 was taken to the house of one of his 
fellow Japanese passengers , and later that evening > 
moved to tha house of Rammurti, the Chairman 
of the I.I.L, Tokyo, B1269 explained tc 
Rammurti in the presence of Mrs. Rammurti * 

(a Japanese) and 2 or 3 Indian students who 
were training in the Tokyo Military Academy, 
the circumstances of Bose's death. Shortly 
before B1269 arrived in Rammurtl's house, the \ 

box containing the ashes of Bcse had reached 
there. That night B1269 shifted to the house 
of Mrs. Bahai whore ho again met ' S .A. Iyer, 
who explained that he (Iyer) had left oaigon 
on tha 19 or 20 Aug alone , as plane 
- accommodation could not be arranged for_ the 
rest of Bose's party. ' * , 


- la - 


‘ Nota:- B1260 is unable to give any | 

information regarding tha subsequent • \ 
■ novjments of tha following 4 man who t j 
weraleft behind In Saigon:- '* j 

(1) Capt (Col) Gulzara Singh 

(2) Capt (teaj) Pritam Singh 

(a) Deb Nath Das 

(4) Civ (Col) Hassan 

While in tha house of Mrs Sahai several Indian 
students of tha Military Academy (whose names 
’ , B1269 does not roc oil act) and also Rammurtl 

visited 61260. The same Japanese Military 1 
Officer who mat B1269 at Tokyo Railway Station , 
questioned 61269 in detail regarding the 
* accident at Taihoku, This same officer also 

took charge of' the two photographs of Boss 
in a coffin, which B1269 had up to than been 
Carrying with him. B1269 states that these 
photographs had been shown by him to Rammurtlj 
Mrs Sahai and 5. A. Iyer. 

9 Sep 45 B1269 shifted to another house wbaro he was 

• joined two days later by S.A.Iyor,.- 
B1269 while living in this house with Iyer' 
was once interrogated by an American offlcor 
and by Lt Col F-iggass. (An Indian Army 
officer- on tha British Section attached to - 1 
Gen MacArtlur's H3) • B1269 states that both 

ha and 3. A. Iyer visited Atami, Ntkko, Hakona 
i and Ikao all small towns on the main island 

for health and recreation purposes.. There 
• were no Indians living at these places., and 

B1269 disclaims that hp or Iyer went to these 
pieces on any kind of mission, 

' , t ■ " . 

19 Nov 45 B1269 left for Delhi by air in the company of 

FUJ IlNaRA, S'/ADA and 'WATSniOTO. 


25. AKRI/AL AT DELH I 


22. Nov 45 


24 Nov 45 


Arrived ielhi at 2000 hrs. Whan ha reached 
the Red Fort with Iyer and the other Japanese j 
officers who travailed with him from Tokyo., 
he waa accommodated .with them in the camp of i 
BQ Jumna Area under whose requisition the 
party had baen flown from Japan. 

At 1000 hrs B1259 met Shah Nawaz (B1044) i 

Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon (B1062) , Saihgal (B968). 
and al3o Mr Bhulabhai Desai and other Defence , 
Counsellors, and narrated to them the 
c ire urns t anc as of the accident which resulted t 
in the death of Bose. 


27 Nov 45 


B1269 was taken over by CSDIC(I), with 
permission of -Jumna areb. 


i 
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No. 63/2/3 V 031(b) 

Headquarters, 

3 1C3KA Commission No.l . 
SAIGON? South East Asia Com n and. 

' Nov MS. 


To: Hg SAO^ 

HQ. ALF SIM 
HQ, 14 Amy. 
HQ. 20 Div, 


for Combined Section K, I. Dte) 


Subjects- SUBHAS CHAtlDHA BO SE. 


Ihe following information has been elicited from the 
conversations with the Staff Officers of the Japanese Army HQ, 

Sai gon : - 

1, In December 1944. SUBHAS CHAN DBA DOSE suggested that 
it would be expedient for the J apanesQ Govt, to come 
to terms with Dill ANG-KAI-SHEK and further seek 
friendship with Rissia. BOSE’s theory was that CHINA 
would only too gladly accept, a suggestion which would 
extract her from the convulsions of a long and weary 
war. In regard to Rissia, he explained that he was „ 
convinced that the Russian alliance with GREAT BIHTAIN 
and AMERICA wn3 brou^it about by force of circumstances 
and that with the completion of German defeat, Russia 
• will repudiate her present mask of friend strip and will 
openly revert to her well known hostile status towards 
GREAT BRITAIN and U.3.A. 


2 . 


4 . 


Hie Japs were in favour of such p movo as thoy 
realised that their defeat wa3 inevitable UHU833 a 

£ arsmount poli ti col event of this nature occurred, ' 
ut ttiey were doubtful if BOSE wa3 capable of 
procuring this new tripartite alliance. Hie Japanese 
therefore roj acted this offer pnd conventionally 
reiterated their belief in their eventual victory 
as they intended to produce a large scale, counter- 
attack which would bum the tide of war in their 
Favour, 


Hiere are indications that the Japanese Govt, evinced 
a keen interest when BOSE put forth these suggestions 
and in fact plausible «s rheoe looked to than; it 
was in this connection tJait BOSE vi s' ted TOKYO on 
Dec 44 f But his preliminary effort to explore the 
possibilities for sucjj a peace did not prove 
encouraging and hence the Japanese rejections of the 
proposals. 


In June, 1945 while in 3IN(5 AFORE. SUBHAS CHANDRA B03E, 
forseeing that the defeat of the Japanese was a, 
matter of time only requested the Japs for permission 
to move hisprovisionai Govt, and a Pert of the 
I.N. A » to JAPAN proper or CHINA, ooubhem Army, HQ 
passed this in turn bo TOKYO. It is said that 
Lt, General SHI DEI, Vice Chief of Staff, Southern Army 
HQ, opposed this permission on the ground that 
without BOSE the I. HA. in MALAYA ana SIM will not 
only disintegrato but become an administrative 
anbarrasement, at a juncture when it was least desired, 

I Again in July as the situation was nrai fast , 
’deterioating for the Japanese, BO SliT sought permi ssion, 
: ,this time to enter U. 3,0. R, vi a M AN'llUlITA with a few 
'selected manbers of hi 3 movement. No fonnal reply was 

made to this biat BOSS was advised to proceed to 



He 'la emphatic that the Japanese decision to"respect 
BOSfi's views" does not denote that the Japanese 
Govt ? had aou^it or received willingness from the 
Russians to accept BOSS to go underground in their 
country. 

On the contrary, he believes that the Japanese Govt 
was then approaching RUSSIA to sue for poace and 
could not at, this stage allow any complication which 
must have arisen from UOSS’s admission. 


In the absence of any specific answer from TOKYO, 
BOSS intended to give himself up to Chinese or 
American forces, if on his arrival in TOKYO, the 
Japanese Govt, did not permit him to enter Soviet 
Russia, But the fact ranains that from SAIGON. 

BOSS actually travelled in a plane which was taking 
Lt.Gen, SHI BEI to MANCHURIA via. JAPAN where the 

( latter had be-^n posted after Hie surrender, 
jl nother source contends that there was no need for 
the Japanese to ask the Russians for BOSE's ontry 
because BOSS' wanted to go to MANCHURIA from where 
,he thought he would be pole to gat in touch 'with the 
[Russian forces and obtain necessary admission 
.independently. 


It waB in view of this that 3.C.B03E had left 
SINGAPORE on 16?)*Aig. On his way, he stopped at 
BANGKOK where Hie took a fo rmal i nrewoll of overbody. 
He arrived in SAIGON at 1200 hra on 17 Aug. 45, 
Lt,Gen.I30DA had come from BANGKOK to bid 130 3E 
farewell and the former returned after two ob throe 
days. 


After the accident at TAIHOKU on 18 Aug BOSS and 
HABIB-IN-REHMaN were admitted into Military hospital 
where BOSS died the same nigjit, 

II ABIB-IN- HERMAN after his recovery left for TOKYO 
on 5 Sep 45 with ashes of BOSS, Formosan Anny informs 
that HABIB-IN-R31MAN took with him a package containing 
photographs taken at the time of BOSE'b de^th and 
also the jewwllfry that BOSE was Carrying with him. 

It is generally recognised here that 3UBHA3 CHANDRA 
[BOSE had actual] y died, Also it is oeyond doubt tha t 
\he had pintRael plans to go underground together with 
p number of selected friends of nis movement. There 
is nothing further by way of details or documentary 
evidence that can be obtained from Southern £nny HQ, 

In the absence of substantial proof, it is still 
difficult to state conclusively t: e fate of BOSE but 
the belief th at ho is dead is growing stronger and 
widespread. 


FUrther investigations are being conducted on the 
following lines ; 

(a) Allied IIQ TOKYO has bem requested to fly 

Staff Officer TADA to SAIGON for esamination, 

' (b) Interrogation Report on "Col" HaBIB-IN-REHMAIJ 
is on the way to this H.Q, and the details 
*o7‘it will be chocked at this end. *"■- — j 

' (c) The photographs will probably furnish- best 
proof of nis death. 


... 
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Tiiij . W>f.T W'.la’W-TE Ql i)iCa..BKS. 

(Apr - Aug 46) , 




D.f!» tip*# and his party leaving Rangoon on 84 Apr 40 
) cached Bangkok on 14 kay, The purtyj at tha tine of leaving 
!» r goon | hud in Its possession gold, gold ornaments and diamonds 
contained lr< 4 boxes of varying also a ranging betwoen 9 M x 9"x 4" 
*r.d 6"x 4"x E", An additional quantity of fold ms purchased on 
tie way at I'oulm.oln to the oxter. t of Tls,7C0 t C00 drawn by !>,C* Bore 
from Yokohama rpeclo Bank, Woulmein Crunch, 

vhllo at Bangkok aeverel nee tings of the Cahlrot Vlnisters 
tf the Pul were held between 18 Kay to 14 Jun, the object of 
thieh » as to decide as to the future course of action so far as 
lire existence of tlie PCI was conosmsd, No decision could be 
arrived at m H.C, Bo re lad to leava for Singapore in order to 
»rry out his propaganda ovar the radio agalrst the acceptance 
tf "tfavsll Proposal", In course of these meetings Lt» Col, 
INJ*i]«n) Chatterjee suggested tlot a nucleus of the PCI should 
le stdfted to Tunnan Province in order to contact the Comminlsts 
hod more influence in tlmt part of China, and through their 
1 elp to contact tha Soviet authorities In Siberia, At the sane 
time It was tliought desirable to leave behind certain Cabinet 
llnlsters and high racking 1*H,A, officers to carry on the fight 
llth H(J at Bangkok and Singapore, The following woro the 
Ifflcers presort in these moetlt go l- 

S,C, Bo ?e 

Lt.Col (UaJ-Gen) Bhonsle 
" " " " Chatterjee 

•• h « Klari 

Capt (Col) Gulsara Singh 
Iyer 

A .11. Sahel 
A.N. Earkar 

I ear Singh - Gen, fee rotary ILL Bangkok, 
paramor.and > 

111) D.W. Khan 

Deb Nath Das , 

Karim Ghanl (also attended the l^st me’tl'ig). 

After the a-.d meeting (exact dates not remernttgr^d) Klanl 
left for Singapore to arrange accommodation for the! Rdrl of 
Shensi girl* numbering about 180 who warp at that jtimevat 
Bangkok, At about the same time Chattel* 
left for Saigon - Chatterjee to establli 
)yer for broodceatlrg work and Sahel on * sped 
] anoi not krown to 81189, 


irp at that Jtlmevat 
:erjee ( Iyer, and 'A*M« Sahal 
, ah the Ymi te for tye P IT , 
i « special mission at 


On 16 Aug 46 S.C. Bo»e came to Bangkok by a' spedfal Jap 
V caber chartered for him, accompanied by Iyer f Capt (Col) ^abib 
tr Rahman and Capt (Lt.Col) Pritam Singh, On 1? /ug 0700 hrs 
(Tokyo Time) Bose left Bangkok for falcon accompanied by'- the 
folio wing additional personnel of tire f’ 01 and 3 .ft .A A I* \ 

(1) Gulxarm Singh v 

1 2) "WaJ" I'a ssan 

(3) Deb Nath res , , 

Lt.CEen, 3 SO DA and two other II, Klkar. perionrel ecrorpanl«d 
lose and the party In a separate alrcrcft. 


y 
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According to Dll89's Information received from II, hikan 
and other sources, Bobo and the parties reached Saigon or the 
Uma day (17 Aug), On the following day (18 Aug) 3,C» ib r-e 
secoipariled by Cept (Col) Habib ur Fabman left for Tokyo In a 
plane originally meant for the conveyance of bom high rn Mr g 
officials of Mori Butal as placing of the special bomber at his 
disposal was no longer possible. The rest of Dose's party 
remained behind at Feigon where at that time Chatterjeb and 
Eahal were also staying, IfODA who happened to be proaont at 
the fiaigon aorodroM to seo the party off, said that Bo^o took 
his seat in the passage of aircraft between the pilot and the 
tall and as sueh could not be seen to wave goodbye when tho plane 
took off. According to the estimation of B1189,ths remainder 
of the party at Falgon named above night have moved into m y 
of the following places, aa these were the ■ umos of the places 
suggested by various members In the Cabinet meetings nor, tlored 
before i- 

(1) Yunan Province 

( 2) Hanoi 

(3) Shanghai 

(4) Harbin (Plnklang) 

In course of talk with ICODA on 21 Aug 4S B1189 heard 
that the plane carrying Bose and the party landed at Taihoku 
(Formosa) at 1300 hrs (Tokyo T1 m) on 18th, and after about an 
lour's halt wae taking off at 1400 hrs when the right e gire 
failed resulting In the crash of the plane. The crow and the 
Chief of ruff Mori BuUi were killed instantaneously, and Dose 
with Habib ur Rah ran and 4 other Japanese official! were 
seriously Injured, Bose and the other injured persons wore 
removed to an eye hospital at Taihoku where he died at fc40© hrs 
on the night of 18/19 Aug 46 without regaining conscious - obi, 

?o information about Habib ur Rahman could bo obtained otvlrg to 
restrictions put by the Allies on Jep coratunleotlon, Hllefi 
requested IFODA to keep photographs of Boss' e funeral and other 
rites as wall as his remains. No photographs or further 
Information was racelvad by B1189, 

01189 does not know whether Chatterjee ever met any of 
the rationalist Annamlte leaders In course of his iuvsn-n ta In 
French Inrto-China, About Annesdte leaders BH89 only knows 
that G.C. Bose on his way to Tokyo In Dee 43 was prevented by 
the Japanese from meeting some of them who were eager to meet 
him (S*C* Bose) at Saigon, 

B1189 hag r.0 direct lnforsmtlon regarding the gold 
mentioned above. Hie own impression Is, that a major portion 
of the gold was taker, by C.C, Bore while the reminder aas 
left with the rest of hie party. 
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How did Netaji SUBHAS CHAlffiFA BOSE go to JA°AN from India? 

I 

The North-West Frontier "Province has very often in the 
past proved important in Indian History, Several' times has the 
famous British Army suffered defeat at the hands of the hill 
tribes who inhabit the country. But today a little incident 

t 

has brought this Province once again in the limelight. This is 

i . i 

due to its connection with the disappearance of Subhas Chandra 

Pose from his hous in Calcutta. 

1 *' 

*'r. R . v . ^aranjia, the representative of a Newspaper, 
who is touring the country, has published the following story. 

In this he appears to have used information from documents with 

1* 

. the Government of India. The whole world considers Subhas 

I •, 

Hiandra Bose's escape from India as one of the greatest riddles 
of World War II. 

Mr, Karanjia describes the U.W.F. 1 ’. as a beautiful but 
dangerous country. Many of the links in the route for S.C. 

Bose's escape from India in l q 39 are to be found in this 
Province. He says that in spite of the time that has 
elapsed since the incident, he is able to obtain and send 
information of this irysterious incident. 

First to Russia and then to Germany. Current pub! ic 
opinion on P. '’.Bose's escape is that he sailed for Japan 
in a Japanese ship from the Bay of Bengal. This is incorrect. 
S.C. Bose went first to Fabul via "eshawar, through the Fhyber 

"ass and then went to Russia and Germany. The Indian Frontier 

r 

can be crossed only at two points in the H.W.F.P. One route 
■ 1 . ■ > 
enters Afghanistan and the other leads to Russia. Two methods 

.are .open for, doing this: to obtain permission from the British 

' * ¥ 

authorities or to bribe a passage from the hill tribes. ’In the 
latter case the hill tribes guarantee safe escort across the 
frontier on money being paid. 

# 

Naturally R.C.Bose employed the second means. Evidence 
of S.C. Bose of having been last seen in this locality is 
available at £ub Fadar a bill outpost. Subhas Chandra Bose's 
disappearance ; came to. the notice of the secret police a month 
after his escape when enquiries were initiated. This month's 
interval afforded E, C.Bose sufficient tie time to make Ksamx 
complete arrangements for leaving India. 
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It is still not understood how Russia, which 
conducted persistent propaganda against him, helped Bose to 
get to Berlin. But it m\jst be remembered that in 1941, Stalin 
was not Hitler's enenjy but his ally. For this reason alone he 
must havefielped Subhas Chandra Bose to get to Berlin. 

Today as the relations between Russia and the Y’estern 
countries are strained, it is also possible that Russia, after 
the defeat of Japan has given sanctuary to S. r .Rose who 
dis-regarding his personal safety has pledged to gain India's 
independence. 

It is said in seme quarters that he was killed in a 
plane crash and there are also people who say that they have 
sitnesses the incident. It is difficult to refute Vis. 

, Phri Farayan, the V'ar Correspondent of the "Hindu'’ 

who is on a Far-Eastern tour at present, reports that reliable 

‘ f • 

evidence to substantiate S.C.Eose's death in a plane crash is 
not available. 

The arrival recently in Bengal of 5. C. Bose's alleged 



remains and the bringing of the charred leather wrist watch strap 
cannot be taken as conclusive proof of his death. 

Borne months ago also, the Japanese Propaganda Depart- 

B * 
ment had announced a plane crash in which 5.0. Bose was supposed 

* . i * 

to have been killed. It is just possible that in this case also 
the news of his death may be untrue. 

The bringing of S.C. Bose's remains to Bengal and the 
findings of his wrist-watch strap are certainly dramatic occasions 
bu,t they have no value as news items. On the contrary due to such 
stories the mysteiy round Subhas Hiandra Bose's death increases. 
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BHASWATI MtlKHERJEE 
JOINT SECRETARY (EW) 

N°\S£5 / JS < EW )/" 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


16th April, 1999. 


X/oC t- ^ f 

Enclosed is a copy of the Notice received from Rajya Sabha 
Secretariat regarding Provisionally Starred Question Dy. No. 008171 for 
answer on 29th April, 1999. 


2. Parts (a) and (b) of the Question seeks information on whether the 
name of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose still figures in the list of war 
criminals maintained by the British Government. Our High Commission in 
London had, in this regard, earlier informed us that Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose’s name had, in fact, never been included in any list of war criminals 
drawn up by the British Government. This information had been 
communicated by Ministry of Home Affairs to Parliament in response to 
Rajya Sabha Unstarred Question Dy. No. 237 answered on 24th February 
(copy enclosed). 
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3. Part (c) of the Question seeks information on whether the 
Government proposes to make public the documents relating to the death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It is understood that documents on this 
subject, apart from those which were transferred to the National Archives, 
are with the Ministry of Defence. It would, therefore, be for the Ministry of 
Defence to respond to whether the Government have any plans to make 
these documents public. 

4. It is requested, in view of the above, that Ministry of Defence may 
kindly accept transfer of the above mentioned Parliament Question. A copy 
of the communication to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat may kindly be 
endorsed to this Ministry. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Bhaswati Mukherjee) 

Shri A.P. Sharma 
Joint Secretary (Training), 

Ministry of Defence, 

New Delhi. 
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' QUESTION BRANCH 
S, Q. Dy. 

Date V y 0±i.i 




Place / 


Tew Delhi ■ 


Frcm/TT^ 


U D IT ,feis 3 ?/jM 


KARfTB NDU BKATT ACHARJZ 2 
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• TheSecKETaAY-Ge.NE.^L/ H&iwiAd, 

Rajya Sabha, New Delhi / TT^ t 1TVT, n? fe# l '• * •■ ■•■;'■ - '• 

Sir/Madam, . . * . 

Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business. I give notice of the following Questions 

9 1 -*■.-< i (Uri -i 1 1 M - 1 " 1 ^ f-r'i ,-i, 39 ^ OirRn, *f_j njp i n i va rt Tjm~TT R7Tt if | f-Vri <■. i 

for oral answer ori/lnl tX .fj, fern i 

• ■ , - . Yours Faithfully / RTTTd, 

- ~ • 

- Member/ 

* ’ **.-■- S * ■ 

-• *■ ■ v' •■. Divisioa No.yf 5 p?TJR •#». JZX.£LJ 2 
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Order of preference 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS v 


* Will *he Minister of 
•^hT, 


• »*■*■*•%■* *>+* * 


1 -be pleased to stats: „ o .. •■ 
IT ^rf^cTH ^vf f~ : -f\ ’’ "* \ 

(a)C^) whether it is' a fact 'that the nans' o£ Netaj i Subhas Chandra. 


*»**###*#•«• 


.ATH 


11 ys : figures ^ in the' list of War Criminals ^maintained 
r it is h Gover nme n t ; '''"Y'X '?) ■ “ : X\ T- y / : • 


. t * -, y 
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British Government for removal -of the name of . Ketaj i Subhas -- 
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"(c) . .whether ".Government 'propose to acquire 'and make. .public j ; 

all^the docume nts'-re lating to the death, of Netaj 1 5 ubhash Chan-, 
-dra Bose and the details thereof 7 y: :v ‘ ■. ;’*■ '* . " • !■:■ 
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RAJYA SASHA 


UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 237. 

* t 

{TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 24TH FEBRUARY, 1939) 

DECLARATION OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT ABOUT NETAJI 

237. PROF. HAM GOPAL YADAV: 

S H R-T I3H PUTT YADAV: 

Will the Minister Of HOME- AFFAIRS J J 

be pleased to state: 

t : ‘- 

(a) whether the British Government has declared Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose as a war offender: 

(b) if so, whether Government are taking any action to get 
this declaration abolished; and 

(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons 
therefor? 


infr i gfra xreTpfr 5 

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI L. K„ AD VAN I ) 


(a): As per information furnished by the Government of 

United Kingdom, the name of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was not 
^ included in any list of war criminals drawn up by them. 


fb) & (c): 


Do not arise. 



t 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Most Immediate/ Parliament Question NEW DELHI 



FAX LETTER 


B.S. Bishnoi, 

Director [EW1 
Tel & Fax NO 3794145 


No. WI/ 


16 lh April, 1999 


Dear Shri Sarkar, 


Enclosed is a copy of the Notice received from Rajya Sabha 
Secretariat regarding Provisionally Starred Question Dy. No. 008171 for 
answer on 29 April 1 999. Our telephone conversation of this morning also 
refers. 

2. It will be appreciated, with reference to part (c) of the enclosed 
Question, if the National Archives could confirm if any of the documents 
available with it on this subject, and which are open to access by the public, 
contain references to the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

3. A reply by fax will be appreciated. 


With regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


(2J> 


( B.S. Bishnoi ) 


Shri Sukumar Sarkar, 
Director General, 
National Archives, 

New Delhi. 



(Fax No. 3384127) 



Most 


Imrnf^ua 


iate/Parliament Question 


NSW orx/a^o /yj 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(Europe West Division) 


RAJYA SABHA PROVISIONALLY STARRED 

QUESTION DY, NO. 008171 FOR ANSWER 

ON 29 APRIL 1999 

REGARBING NETAJI SUBASH CHANBRA BOSE 


Placed below is a copy of the Notice received from Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat regarding Provisionally Starred Question 
Dy. No. 008171 for answer on 29 April 1999. 

2. Parts (a) and (b) of the Question seek information on 
whether the name of Netaji Sabhash Chandra Bose still 
figures in the list of war criminals maintained by the British 
Government. Our High Commission in London had, in this 
regard, earlier informed us that Netaji Sub ash Chandra's 
name had, in fact, never been included in any list of war 
criminals drawn up by the British Government. ‘ This 
information had been communicated by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs to Parliament in response to Rajya Sabha 
Unstarred Question Dy. No. 237 answered on 24 February 
(copy enclosed). 

3. Part (c) of the Question seeks information on whether 
the Government proposes to make public the documents 
relating to the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra* Bose. MHA 
have informed us that they are not in possession of any such 
documents. A copy of MHA's communication in this regard 
is also placed below. 

4. It is understood that certain documents relating to the 
death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose are with EA Division. 
It would, therefore, be for EA Division to respond to whether 
the Government have any plans to make these documents 
public. (It is possible that these documents may be of a 
classified nature). 

5. It is requested, in view of the above, that EA Division 
may kindly accept transfer of the above mentioned 
Parliament Question. 

( B.S. Bishnoi ) 
■ p jp Director (EW) 
/ H4.9-9 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


A.K. PAITANDY GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DIRECTOR ( IS-I) NORTH SLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 


Tele. No. 301 2478 



Dated, the 15th April, 1999. 


r 


i 


Dear Shri Bishnoi, 

/ 

Please refer to your DO letter No . Wi /12 5/2 5/9 8 -EW 
dated 12th April, 1999 addressed to Smt . S. Gairola, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs regarding Provisionally 
Starred Question Dy. No. 008171 for answer on 29th April, 
1999 regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 



2. We have gone through your points in the matter. 

However, as already mentioned to you on telephone by 
JS(IS-I), the issue whether Netaji 's name was in the list 
of war criminals or not was actually sorted out by us in 
consultation with MEA and it was MEA which had given us 
comprehensive feed back on the subject based on which we 
had furnished our reply. Hence, part (a) and ( b) of the 
question remain clearly with MEA and MHA has nu separate 
input for the same. Moreover, we do not have any input yet 


in respect of part (c) of the 
with Netaji are not with MHA. 
in for a fresh inquiry into 
Netaji is currently at the 


proposal for Government's decision. 


question. Documents connected 
The current move of MHA to go 
the alleged disappearance of 
stage of making a concrete 


3. In view of the above stated position, there is no 
scope for MHA to take over the said Provisionally Starred 
Question Dy. No. 008171 and you may, therefore, handle this 
question at MEA 's level only. 

4. This issues with the approval of JS(IS-I). 




\, 


Shri B.S. Bishnoi, 

Di recto r ( EW) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi . 


Yours sincerely, 

Ur 

is*. 4. * 

(A K . PAITANDY) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


f^PTTT Wl, Rf 


B.S. Bishnoi, 
Director (EW) 


No.Wi/1 2 5/25/9 8-EW 


April 12, 1999 


* Dear Smt. Gairola, 

Enclosed is a copy of a Notice received by this Ministry from the 
Rajya Sabha Secretariat regarding Provisionally Starred Q. Dy. No. 008171 
for answer on 29 April 1999 regarding Netaji Subhash Chander Bose. 

2. Part (a) & (b) of this question have been answered by Ministry of 
Home Affairs during the last session of Parliament (Unstarred Question No. 
237 answered on 24 February 1999). Part (c) of the question seeks 
information on whether the Government proposes to acquire and make 
public all documents relating to the death of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose. 

3. The subject matter of Part (c) of the Parliament Question is being 
handled by Ministry of Home Affairs. The Ministry of Home Affairs is 
also, it is understood, instituting an inquiry into the death of Netaji Subash 
Chander Bose. 


4. It is requested, in view of the reasons outlined above, that MHA may 
kindly accept transfer of this Parliament Question. A copy of MHA’s 
communication to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat in this regard may kindly be 
endorsed to this Division. 


Yours sincerely, 



( B. S. Bishnoi ) 


Smt. S. Gairola, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



(Fax No. 3015750/3017763) 

NOO: 1) "^JS (Coordination) 

2) Shri Deepak Goel, Question Branch, Rajya Sabha Sectt. 
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RAJ YA SASHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 237. 

‘ ’ t\ 

(TO *E ANSWERED ON THE 24 TH FEBRUARY/ 1999) 
DECLARATION OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT ABOUT NETAJI 

X 

237 . PROF. RAM GOPAL YADAV; 

SHRI I&H PUTT YADAVT 

\ ' 

Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS Jj Jp J 

be pleased to state: 

* , 

(a) whether the British Government has declared Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose as a war offender: 

(b) if so/ whether Government are taking any action to get 
this declaration abolished: and 

(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons 
therefor? 


W H fit crna arr&xpfT j! 

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI L.K. ADYANI) 

(a) : As per information furnished by the Government of 

United Kingdom, the name of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was not 
included in any list of war criminals drawn up by them. 

(b) & (c): Do not arise. 


aRrmVsa sfczrn 237 
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NOTICE 

Dy. No .U,U 

Date 


PHA/TT^T 
QUESTIONS TOR ORAL ANSWER 



Question branch 

f Noj 

Dale 


wmt 


From/TIW 

KARNENDU BHATTACHARJEE 

V 

To/m\ 

■ The Secretary -General / 

RaXYa Sabha, New Delhi / TF*T OTT r ^ fercft I v 1 ^ • 

Sir/ M a dam „ Hf / "h <? ) c* r -i r , 

Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the Following Questions 
d s 4 T nTd fT^TcTt TfNtft fTTRi ^ fTTjT , 39 ^ ^ HfdiTJd ^T=T Vl ^ITT \l fTR^Tt 

for oral answer on/a^R / ^ f^i ^1 



New Delhi 


Place / P5H 

Datelf^ ^Z^jqCj 





Member / 

Division No./lT^ & ' 


Order of preference /THUft+.dl TPm 


, EXTERNAL- AFFAIRS ' -■■: , 

vvill the Minister of * be pleased to stale: 


. . ; ^ ^ ^ ^ tv: 

(a)(^) whether it is a fact that the name of Netaji Sabhas Chaadra 

Bose still x figures in the list of War Criminals maintained 
'> by the British Government; ‘ 

‘ * 

(b) if so,”) whether Gove r erne nt propose to app roach the - , • , / • 

British Government for removal of the name of Netaji Sufchas 

- w 

Chandra Bose from that list; and _ . . _ r -C. ; 

(c) whether Government propose to acquire and mate public 
all the documents relating to the death of Netaji Subhash Chan- 
dra Bose and the details thereof? ‘v- 


M;- 


. < - I -■!- 


. # v - V ■ , * 

. r . - Vi 

" ^ J.. \' / •>' 


I w k % pv&vt'cw &|fe 

C c*^t><L r? ft- . 
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Vani S. Rao 

Under Seeretary(EW-I) 

Tei: 301 6383 

No.WI/I25/6/98 


© 




^ — 5>T 


Ith January, 1999 


to 


Dear Shri Paitandy, / 

Please refer to our D O, letter of even number dated 1st 
January, 1999 regarding tire Writ Petition filed by Dr, S.S. Mohapatra, 
former MP in the Orissa High Court, for the removal of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose's name from the list of war criminals in United Kingdom. 


2. In continuation, our High commission in London, has informed us 
that the Army Historical Branch of the British Ministry of Defence, has also 
confirmed that Netaji's name was not included in any list of war criminals, 
drawn out by the U.K Government after the Second World War. 


Shri A.K. Paitandy, 
Director^ SI), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, 

New Delhi-! 


Yours sincerely. 



(Vani S. Rao) 
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From: 

■ - — » T' 


Pavan Kapoor 

Tel. No.: (00-44-171) 836 8484 £\tn. 164 


First Secretary (Pol.) 

fax No.: (00-44-171) 836 6695 

* 


To: 

Ms Vani S. Kao 

- - - — ■ 

Fax No.: 00 91 11 3010700, 301U680 & 3013547 

Missiorv'Company: 

F Under Secretary (EW-I), Europe West Division, 

- Ministry of External Affairs. South Block, New Delhi. 

Department. 




Copy to: 

fax No.: 

** 


File No.: 

Date: 

1 No. of pages (including this): 


i Lot>./Pol./103/45/98 

4.1.1998 

i 2 



/jt 0 / difficulty with this transmission, please ring (0171) S3 6 8484 Exin. 164. 

■ N 

Message * * 


Ref your Telex of date regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

2. The only additional information to my Fax of 25.11.1998 ( copy enclosed 
for ease of reference) is that the Army Historical Branch of the Ministry of 
Defence also confirmed with their records that Netaji's name was not 
included in any * List of War Criminals ’ drawn-out by the UK Government 
after the Second World War. 


Regards ; 


50 





TOW, Rf focft 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 




f- iz hJ 


New Delhi the 


19 


Vani S. Rao 

Under Secretary(EW-I) 

Tel: 01 6383 

No.WI/ v January 1, 1999 

Dear Shri Paitandy, 

Please refer to your D.O. letter addressed 
' Secretary(EW) No.VI/1 1 034/1 1 S/98-IS(D . ! 1 1) dated December 
regarding the Writ Petition filed by Dr. S.S. Mohapatra, former MP in the 
High Court of Orissa, for the removal of ef Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
name from the list of war criminals in United Kingdom. 

2. The information as provided by Our High Commission in 
United Kingdom, in November 1998 is as follows : 

3. 'According to the facts furnished by the UK's Imperial War 
Museum, London and as substantiated by the Historical Branch of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, United Kingdom did not draw up a list of Indian 
war criminals. Such a list was drawn up only for Japanese and German 
nationals. Even if Netaji’ s name had been on any such list, his name would have 
been removed, following his death soon after World War II. The Army 
Historical Branch of the Ministry of Defence, UK has also been contacted to re- 
confirm this information. Their response is awaited. ' 

* ^ . Yours sincerely, 

' : 

(Vani S. Rao) 

Shri A.K. Paitandy, 

Director(IS.I), 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

North Block, New Delhi-1 



29,1998, 
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A.K. PA I TANDY, 

DIRECTOR [ IS. I) 

Tele : 301 2478 


f^rcft- 1 1 00(5 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001 
Dated, the 29th December, 1998 


Dear 


Please find enclosed a copy of the letter from 


Shri D.C. Mohanty, Senior Central Govt. Standing Counsel, 
High Court of Orissa, Cuttack forwarding copies of Writ 
Petition O.J.C. No. 14400/98 filed by Dr. S.S. Mohapatra, 
former M.P. in the High Court of Orissa and Orders of the 
Court dated 23.10.98 for removal of the name of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from the list of war criminals. 

2. Since the High Court of Orissa has directed Govt, 
of India to take up the matter. If not already so done, 
with the British Govt, to remove the name of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from the list of war criminals, I 
shall be grateful if you could examine the Court orders 
and take necessary initiative in the matter. 

3. This Ministry may kindly be informed of the action 
taken in this regard. 



Y 



Shri H.S. Puri, 

Joint Secretaryf EW ) , 
M/o External Affairs, 
South Block, 

NEW DELHI. 



to ^ S- HC1, ^ 

6U3 



* 

Durga Charan Mohanty, Advent 

SeuiQ! Centra! Government Standing uounsef 
lUUm JtTOH ir&rtVZ rntfirr SFTT^rr 
Orissa High Court 

Jlianjirimauqala, Cuttack ■ 753 Q09. Orissa 



®: ( 0671 ) { 


622783 (R) 
624682 ( 0 ) 


*4 7 .:,. 


Vau .tl - 10.1998. 




ns 


TO 


THE PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER, 
P * M , 0 . g NEW DELHI * 


5 i r, 

* 


s 


In enclosing herewith the copy of Writ Application 
i.e., O.J.C. No. 14400/98 filed by one Dr. S.S. Mohapatra a 
former M.p. in the Hon’ble Oissa High Court, Cuttack along 
with the free authentic copy of the orders passed on 
dtd. 2 3.10.98 by the Hon'ble Court, I am to say that ''this Writ 
Application was disposed by at the very initial Admission 
Stage . 


In this Writ Application although the applicant, made 
various prayers, ultimately the prayer was confined to one for 
taking steps by the Govt, of India, for removal of the name of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose from the list of the "War 
Criminals . " 

i Their Lordships have ordered thus "Let the Government 

of India take up the matter, if not already done so, with the 
British Govt, to remove the name of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose 
from the list of War Criminals." 


"S' 


, . This is for your kind information and necessary action 

your end. 


With regards . 


Yours Sincerely, 



( D.C. MOHANTY ) 
Senior Central Govt. Standing Counsel 

High Court of Orissa, 
CUTTACK. 


* V 







23-10-1993 
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; that JletaJiBubashChandraBosels no longs r alive, prayer ■ 
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has been made for a direction to- the Government of India 
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to publiah all concer n ed documents ralatlag to bis death* 
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The prayers made la the application are --. 
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O.J^jlo. 14400 of 1990 


■ . 


(1) to produce all .documsnte/records related to- ; : 

* •■ ‘ t V- ' ■ i • ■ / ■ 

causa of death <?£ MataJ i Sub as Chandra Bose# 

K- . .. ■ . 

(2) to pass such order/ orders directing the 


( _ i WW'j£k>- 3 

Government of Jnd la to notify the causa of 

' a* , ? ■*< * m * . V V • , ' • o \*£ H ! 

death of Hetaji* wh-ch Is a National importance# 

■ - j — ■ . 

(3) to naive soma observation advising the Qort. of^ _ 
* . _____ ■■, W 
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/ India to take fJBMTible step 
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noted against him# 
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(4) to pass such other;- order/orders as this Bon'bler \ ; 

Court thinks proper In the interest of-. Mat ion* 

S' v;; ^ vv--.- ‘ %: •••• 

. 2, It is conceded by the learned counsel for ^ 

, ' ■ ; ■ 7 . 

petitioner that substantial prayer involved Is regarding 

“ : ;f . - - ■ •-• 

removal oE th? name of Metaji Subash Chandra Bose from 
the list of War Criminals nalntalned by the British 

Gove nmert. Let the Government of India take up the 

• 

matter# IE not already so done, with the British 


Government to remove the name of MataJ i Subash Chandra 


Bose .from the list of w«r Criminals. 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF ORISSA. CUTTAC 


In the Matter of 


(Civil Original Jurisdiction) 


O.JC. No. 


1998 


Public interest Litigation 

In the Matter of 

an application under Article 226 & 227 read 
with Art 49 &51 A of the Constitution 

In the matter of 

Dr. Shyam Sunder Mohapatra Ex-M,P. 

At/ P.O. Balasore, Orissa. Petitioner 

Vrs, 

1. The Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, at P.M. Office, New Delhi. 

2. The Cabinet Secretary to the Govt, of India, New Delhi. 

„ Opp. Parties 

To 

A 

The Hon'ble Chief Justice of Orissa High Court & 

His companion Judges of the said Hon'ble Court, 


Most Respectfully Shweth, 

1. The petitioner is an eminent citizen of India who held to be an Ex-Member of 
Parliament (both Houses of Parliament) and former General Secretary of All India 
Congress invokes the Jurisdiction of this Hon'ble Court to issue a writ of mandamus 
calling upon the Central Govt, to make a written declaration before the people of 
India regarding mysterious death of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, a great National 
Hero, whose centenary celebration by the Govt, is just over. The petitioner further 
prays to this Hon'bie Court to be pleased to issue appropriate direction to Govt, of 


India to make every possible step and fight on the Issue with the Allied Powers to 
remove Netaji name In the list of war criminal & P.O.W. 


2: The petitioner by this petition challenges the inaction of the Govt, of India as 

no process is initiated on a memorandum to Prime Minister signed by more than 
200 Indian expatriates including senior Indian diplomats urging to place before people 
of India all relevant documents in the custody of the Govt, of India related to the 
disappearance of Netaji (as appeared in press). They have also sought Govt, of 
India's intervention requesting the Govt, of Russia, Britain and Japan to disclose 
classified files which can throw light on this issue. 


3. A sense of patriotism and nationalism, which is always inherent in the mind of 
petitioner led him to bring certain relevant incidents regarding death of Netaji to the 
notice of this Hon'ble Court. The Petitioner is concerned with the maintenance of 
the dignity and decency of public image of National Heroes, who belong to this 
mighty country. Therefore, the petitioner feels his duty to put forth some 
correspondences between the then Prime Minister of Britain and Nehru and Mahatma 
Gandhi and other records which got published recently in different papers and 
magazines, which suggest that Netaji was not dead in 1945 air crash. The petitioner 
considers these letters/records relevant which are available with Govt, of India that 
may give a distinct picture to help this Hon'ble Court to arrive at proper conclusion. 
It is the moral duty of a Govt, to make persistent efforts to determine the cause of 
death of a National Hero and to disclose it before the people. The Govt, is also duty 
bound to make every possible effort to unhold and upgrade the prestige of National 
Heroes at national as well as international level. Because their births and deaths 
and activities are not only valuable pieces of history but also It will cause tremendous 
impact on the future generation. 


ISSUES 


a) Whether this Hon’ble Court can take cognizance to settle the issue on the 
mysterious death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose which was left unsettled as per 
judgement of the Supreme Court reported in 1997(6) SCC 535. 

b) Whether disclosure the death of National Hero & Leader is coming under the 
defination of national Importance in as much as entire population of India have 
been waiting to know such mysterious incident since 1945 7 Whether it was or it 
was not? 


c) Whether the Govt, of India will be called upon to initiate necessary steps to 
delete the word ’War Criminal’ noted against Netaji by diplomatic process/diaiogue, 
who is symbol of national prestige? 


The fact leading to file the present writ petition as follows ; 

Nehru, Gandhi letters show Netaji alive after 45 crash 

at 

(i) In a letter to then British Prime Minister Clement Attlee in December 1946, 
Jawaharlal Nehru wrote that he had news of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s where 
abouts in Russia after August 1945-days after he was supposed to have died in an 
aircrash near Tokyo. In a similar letter to his biographer Louis Fisher a few months 
earlier, Mahatma Gandhi wrote that Netaji was alive in Russia in July 1946. 


(ii) These and several other post-war documents unearthed from the archives of 
the erstwhile East Germany, Soviet Union and United States have once again 
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threatened to reopen the mystery surrounding Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s death 
in an aircrash at Taihoku in 1945. 


(iii) With most of the new evidence in hand, a Hamburg-based association of 
expartriate Indians have now written to Prime Minister Atai Behari Vajpayee, urging 
him to initiate a 'Serious and Scientific’ inquiry into the mystery. In a memorandum 
submitted to the Indian Prime Minister on August 15, 1998, and signed by more 
than 200 Indian expatriates, members of the group have claimed that the weight of 
existing evidence seriously challenges the aircrash theory. The most important 
pieces of evidence that have now come to light are : 


(iv) Dr. Radha Benode Pal, eminent jurist who represented India on the War Crimes 
Tribunal in Tokyo, was shown the allied intelligence report of the alleged plane 
crash by the American judge at the tribunal, According to this report, there was no 
plane crash at Taihoku within a time span of a week before of after August 18, 
1945. (Letter from Netaji nephew, the late Amiya Nath Bose, to them Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao in 1992) 


(v) Deposition made under oath to the Khosla Commission by Shyam Lai Jain, 
Personal stenographer of Jawaharlal Nehru, regarind a letter from Nehru to Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee of Britain in December 1946 referring to Subhas Bose's 
entry into Russia terroritory after August 1945. (Khosla Commission Records). 


(vi) A letter written by Khurshed Naoroji on behalf of Mahatma Gandhi to Louis 
Fischer on July 22, 1946, mentioning that Gandhi Ji had information to the effect 
that Subhas Bose was alive and in Russia in July 1946. (Princeton University 
Archives, US) 


r\ 
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(vii) In early 1950, Reimund Schabel, a well-known journalist from the erstwhile 
East Germany told MS Emilie Schenkl Bose, wife of Netaji that the he had information 
regarding Netaji's presence in the Soviet Union. (Letter from Ms. Schenkl Bose) 


(viii) Grave doubts expressed by Memory Shigemitsum foreign Minister of Japan 
after the war (who held the same office under wartime Prime Minister Toja as well), 
during the Shah Nawaz Commission’s visit to Japan in 1955. (Letter between 
Amiya Nath Bose and Shigemitsu in 1955) 

(ix) Refusal of solicitor-general's office to place Government of India records on 
the subject before the Calcutta High Court in 1993. 

Recent revelations regarding the existence of KGB files on Netaji after 1945, 

now available with three research scholars in thecity of Calcutta. 

n 

(x) The signatories, who include some senior Indian diplomats as well as various 
well-known and eminent citizens, have now urged the Prime Minister to place before 
the people of India all relevant documents in the custody of the government of India 
related to the disappearance of Netaji Eubhas Chandra Bose. 

They have also sought his intervention in requesting the Government of 
Russia, Britain and Japan to disclose files which can throw any light on the subject. 

(A copy of news paper cutting is marked as Annexure-t) 


GROUNDS . 

1 , The petitioner slates and submits that citizens of a nation have rights to know 
the cause of death of their national leaders. Because their births and deaths and 
activities are the creation of piece of History which must inspire to the future 
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generation. It is the duty of the Govt, to determine the cause of death and declare 
the same before the people by way of notification after making elaborate enquiry on 
available relevant letter/correspondences and other records, being a national 
importance. 

2. The petitioner states & submits that according to report of Dr. Radha Benode 
Pal, eminent jurist, who represented India on the War Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo, 
which says that there was no plane crash at Taihoku within a time span of a week 
before or after August 18, 1945. If that is so, the Govt, of India has to make a 
enquiry such mysterious incident on the report of Dr. Pai. The report fishing shall 
be summoned and be produced for the sake of convenience. 


3. The petitioner further submits that the letter of Mahatma Gandhi to biography 
Loui Fischer in July 1946 and letter of Late Nehru to the then Prime Minister Clement 
Attlee on December 1946 cast some doubt that 'Netaji has not died in August 1945 
aircrash at Taihoku. These letters which are preserved with Govt, of India should 
be produced, 

4. It is submitted that several other post-war documents unearthed from the 
archives of the erstwhile Germany, Soviet Union and US may throw some light 
regarding death of Netaji. The Govt, has not made any attempt to release these 
documents nor sent any person to study the same. Therefore, the Govt, of India 
shall be called upon to take all step to know these documents which are in the 
custody of the Govt, of Russia, Germany Japan and USA and determine the cause 
of death of Netaji. 


5. The Petitioner states and submits that National Leaders are symbol of prestige 
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of a country. A country/Nation gets always recognisation through it's leader. 
Therefore, Govt, should always endeavour to protect the dignity of its leader if 
name of the said leaders are misrepresented by undignified remarks. 


At the end of world war-ll the then British Govt, had enlisted the name of 
Netaji in the list of "War Criminal". Although 50 years have been passed the 
independent India Govt, has, at no point of time not attempted requesting British 
Govt, to delete the word "War Criminal*' hurled against Netaji. Therefore, the Govt, 
of India's primary duty is to clarify its stand in this issue during and be directed to 
take immediate appropriate step in the regards. 


6. The peitioner states and submit that on a summon by Calcutta High Court in 
1993 the Solicitor General's office refused to place Govt, of India's records on the 
ground that it was not necessary at that time to determine cause of death of Netaji 
as the Award of "Posthomus Bharat Ratna" was not notified by Govt, of India. But 
disclosure of the death of Netaji is a national importance which is the persistent 
demand of the people of India since 1 945. The disclosure of the cause of death of 
Netaji became indispensable when 200 eminent India signatories by a memorandum 
requested the present Govt, to place before the people, relying upon newly 
discovered materials. 

The Govt.’s apathy has insinuated historical errors and has caused 
misjudgement regarding Netaji Subhas and has persecuted the later days cause of 
history. 

The petitioner has knowledge that both Nehru and Indira Gandhi were 
consulted by the United Nation when trials of war criminals was going on. 


8. That in this connection Netaji's. Inquiry Committee 1956 was constituted and 
Netaji' s Inquiry commission 1970 was set up under commission of Inquiry Act 1952. 
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It is contented that a further inquiry should be held in the this connection. These 
newly discovered documents/letters were not presented before the commission so 
far petitioner’s knowledge concern. 


9. The petitioner has never filed any such petition before any court earlier on the 

present Issue. 

PRAYER 


Under the aforesaid fact and circumstances the petitioner most respectfully prays 
this Hon. Court be please to issue a writ^f mandamus or any other writ directing 
the Govt, of India to 


1. Produce all documents/records related to cause of death of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

* 

2. Pass such order/orders directing the Govt, of India to notify the cause of 

death of Netaji, which is a National importance. 

* 

3. Make some observation advising the Govt, of India to take possible step to 
remove the name of Netaji In the list of 'War Criminal’ noted against him. 

4. Pass such other order/orders as this Hon. Court thinks proper in the interest 
of Nation. And for the act of which the petitioner shall as duty bound, ever pray. 

Drawn and filed by 

Cuttack Anukul Chandra Pradhasn 

Advocate for the petitioner 


Dated : 


AFFIDAVIT 


!, Shri S.S. Mohapalra, Ex-MP aged about 70 years, son of late 
Narendra Nath Mohapatra, R/o Balasore, Orissa do her solemnly affirm as 
follows : 

1 . That I am the petioner in the present writ application and as such well 
acquinted with fact of the case. 

2. That fact stated in writ petition is based on news paper and personal 
knowledge which are correct and believe to be true. 

m 

3. That annexure enclosed in writ petition is true copy of its original . 


Deponent 


Varified at CHttack on the day of October, 1998. 


Deponent 
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Nehru, Gandhi letters snuv, 
alive after ’45 crash 

SPOTLIGHT 


Netaji 


By Diiiman Ciiattopadhyay 


Calcutta, Aug. 26: In a letter to 
then British Prime Minister Clement Aulec in 
December 1946. Jawaharlal Nehru wrote that he 
had news of Nelaj, Subhas Chandra Bose's where- 
abouts in Russia after August 1945 — days after he 
was supposed to have died in an aircrash near 
Tokyo. In a similar letter to his biographer Louis 
Fischer a few months earlier, Mahatma Gandhi 
wrote lhat Nelaji was alive in Russia in July 1946. 

These and several other post-war dt moments 
unearthed from the archives of the erstwhile Hast 
Germany, Soviet Union and the United States have 
once again threatened to reopen the mystery sur- 
rounding Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death in 
an airerash at Taihoku in 1945. 

With most of the new evidence in hand, a 
Hamburg- based association of expatriate Indians 


have now written to Prime Minister 
Alai Behari Vajpayee, urging him 
to initiate a "serious and scientific 


inquiry into the myslery- In » memorandum sub- 
mitted to the Indian Prime Mini? 


mmeu io u .c .mu— Minister on August 15, 

1998 and signed by more than 20U Indian expatri- 
ates, members of the group have claimed that the 
weight of existing evidence seriously challenges 
the aircraih theory. The most important pieces of 
evidence that have now come to light are: i 

■ pr Radha Benode Pal, eminent jurist wno repre* j 
seated India on die War Crimes Tribunal in Tokyo, 
was shown the Allied intelligence report of the 
alleged plane crash by Ihe American judge at the- 
tribunal. According to this report, {here was no 
plane crash at Truhoku within a lime span nr a 
week before or aflcr August Ifi, 1945. (Utter from 
NeiajVs nephew, the lale Amiya Nath Bose, to then 
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Netaji alive 

■ Continued from Page 1 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Raoin 1992). 

, ■ Deposition made under oath to 

the Khosla Commission hy Shyam 
Lai Jain, personal stenographer of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, regarding a let- 
ter from Nehni to Prime Minister 
Clement Attlee of Britain in 
December 1 946 referring to Sub- 
has Bose's entry into Russian ter- 
ritory after August 1945. (Khosla 
Commission Records). 

■ A Icticr written by Khurshed 
Nuomji on bduitr of Mahal mu 
Gandhi to Louis Fischer on July 
22, 1946, mentioning lhat Uandhi- 
ji had information to the effect that 
Subhas Bose was ali ve and in Rus- 
sia in July 1946. (Princeton Uni- 
versity Archives, US), 

■ In early 1950. Rcimund Scha- 
bd, a well-known journalist from 
the erstwhile East Germany told 
Ms Emilie Schcnkl Bose, wife of 
Nelaji, that he had information 
regarding NetajLs presence in the 
Soviet Union. (Letter from Ms 
Schenkl Bose,) 

■ Grave doubts expressed hy 
Mamoro Shigcmitsu, foreign min- 
ister of Japan after the war (who 
held the same office under 
wartime Prime Minister Tojo as 
welt), during the Shah Nawa^ 
Commission's visit io Japan in 
1955. (Letters between Amiya 
Nath Bose and Shigemitsu in 
1955). 

to' Refusal of solicitor-general's 
office to place Government of 
India records on the subject before 
the Calcutta high court in 1993. 

■ Recent revelations regarding the 
existence of KGB files on Nelaji 
afier 1945. now available wiih 
ihrce research scholars in the city 
of Calcutta* 

The signatories, who include 
some senior Indian diplomats as 
well as various well-known and 
eminent citizens, have now urged 
the Prime Minister "lo place 
be I* tic i he people of India all rcte- 
viTOt documents in the cuslody of 
the government of India related lo 
the disappearance of Netaji Kufo- 
hus Chandra Rose 
They have also sought his inter- 
veniion in requesting the govern- 
ments of Russia, Britain and Japan 
to disclose flies which can throw 
imy hpht on Ihe suhjccl. 
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Most Immrjirate 
ParliamenTOuestion 


No. WI/125/6/98-EW , 

Ministry of External Affairs 
Europe West Division 


Rajya Sabha 
Starred Question No. 


Slaved Question No : 

To be answered on : 10.12.1998 

Tabled by : Shri Santosh Bagrodia 


1 . 


Final version of the question is placed at Rj-A. 


2. Draft answer is placed at R3-B. 

C\ L&n_aLr*, oJC p 

3. Submitted for approval. 

(Vani S. Rao) 
Under Secretary [EW-I] 
#th December 1998 

Director fEWI 


joint SecretaryfEWl 

Foreign Secretary 
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RATVA SABHA 


Starred Question No. 



Starred Question No : 

To be answered on : 10.12.1998 

Tabled by : Shri Santosh Bagrodia 

Question 

Will the Prime Minister be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the British Government treated Netaji 
Subash Chander Bose as a war criminal after the end of 2nd World War: If 
so, the details thereof; 

(b) what steps government have taken in this regard with British 
Government; and 

(c) if not, whether Government have taken up the matter immediately 
in the interest of the sentiments of even' Indian in the country? 

J J 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STATE 
(Smt Vasundhara Raje Scindia) 


(a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does not arise 

(c) Does not arise 


r\ 

s\ 



Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's name being on the list of war 

criminals drawn up by the U.K. after World War II. 

According to the UK's Imperial War Museum, London and as 
substantiated by the Historical Branch of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth office, UK did not draw up a list of Indian war 
criminals. Such a list was drawn up only for Japanese and German 
nationals. 

According to information given by the Senior Historian of the 
Imperial War Museum, even if Netaji's name had been on any such 
list, his name would have been removed, following his death soon 
after World War II. The Army Historical Branch of the Ministry of 
Defence, UK has also been contacted to re-confirm this information. 
Their response is awaited. 
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RA.3YA CADIIA 
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Order, of 
Preference : 


St^rred/Unstarred Diary No. 

The question will be put down for 
answer on .the Ministry/Department 
adressed by the Member(s) 
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


Treating Netaii Subhas 
Chandra Bose as war criminal 
by British Government 
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* SHRI SANT 031 1 BAGRODIA: 

Minister be pleased to state: 


Will 


th© 


Prime 


a) whether it is a Fact that the British Government treated 

Hetaji Subhas Chandra Rose as a war criminal after the end of 2nd World 
War; if so, the details thereof; 


b) what steps 

British Government 
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if not, whether Government have taken up the matter 


immediately in the interest of the seril 
country? 
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HIGH COMMISSION OF INDIA 

India Home, Aldwych 
l andun VVC2B 4NA ( || 

F V SIMIL E TRANSMISSION 


i* 


Fftirrt 


P svau Kapoor 
l cs\ Secreun (PoJ > 


7W Vo (00-44 - H 1 ) 8 16 H4S4 l •: vtn IM 
Fax No (Cf0-44* P 1)8 3f» LrfW 


To: 

Ma Vam S Kao 

fax Ho. 00 91 It 3010700. Wi'v.HhA 301.1 .'4 

Ufo *. -au 't mfdiriy 

L odi'f Secretary (E\\ ) Europe West Division, 
Mifii*rr> of External Aff airs Room 270-B South Block 

Department 

Nev. iVilu - t jf)(A 1 




( opy to: 

: 

1 Fax Xo. , 


Ffi/t- V,.. 

• FS (Pol 




i 


25 tl [59» 


! No of pages ( in t iuui ng (it -»), 
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Mes&jge 
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Reference your Fax of 23 n> November 199)3 regarding the pc 
(j-'i'so ir, about X-.-ioji Subhash Chandra Bose s name being on tht • 
t fr > 2 .'g.v ' > dniww up by the U.K after World War II. 

received from the I nwer, 

- ■■' l 

■ ■fi'Ubo- . 

the 1 ■' Such a list was ibnwn up only for Japanese and ( r- nncrn - 
N. ’jy Subhash Chandra Bose’s name did not feature on any such / ; 

>• u /■ rue ■ m of the Imperial War Museum went further to say ■" :i 

A t / .• . had been on any such list , his name would have been >\-n. 
foi «/* death soon after World War •'/. I have also contacted / i 

Hi^tonui! ■ h of the Ministry of Defence for them to h -confirm this .wad 
their record' thought 1 vt onld send you this information for the moment 
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y/a, 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
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CRASH 

FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI , 

TO : HICOMIND LONDON November 25' Ai 

Shri Pmvan Kapoor. First Sec retarv (Political) from IS(EW ) 

■ Please refer to our previous letter dated 4’th March 199$. enquiring 
whether Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's name was and still is m the list of 
’War Criminals' drawn up by U.K after the Second World War. 

Please find enclosed, a copy of the unstarred parliamentary question 
asking for the same information as above. Grateful, if the necessary 
information could be faxed at the earliest. 
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Parliament of India 


RAJYA SABI I A SECRETARIAT 


•No. RsySQD/UQD 


-q m 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject: — Advance copies of the notices of Starred/Unstarred Questions. 


Parliament House Annexe, 
New Delhi-110001. 

Dated the .... (&’. . 1 .199 g 


The undersigned is directed to forward herewith an advance copy each of the following notices of questions 
as given by Members of Rajya Sabha, under rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the 
Rajya Sabha: 


Starrcd/Unstarrcd Questions Dy. Nos 


tvu, irn, im 1 nag ny? mu 


for answer on 


The Ministry/Department may furnish the FACTUAL INFORMATION, if any, in respect of the above 
notices of questions to this Secretariat immediately, with particular reference to the following points: — 


(i) whether the information asked for is contained in any easily accessible published document; if so, the 
particulars thereof; 

(ii) whether the question relates to a matter which is not primarily the concern of the Government of 
India; if so, the details thereof; 

(iii) whether it asks for information on a matter which is under adjudication by a court of law having 
jurisdiction in any part of India; and 

(iv) whether it seeks information about matter which are in their nature secret. 


in case the subject matter of any of the. above mentioned Question (s) DOES NOT PERTAIN to the 

M istry/Dcaprtment of ksa&l&A 

tfc y may urgently take up the matter with the concerned Ministry/Department for TRANSFER THEREOF 
AND ITS ACCEPTANCE by that Ministry/Department under intimation to this Secretariat. The acceptance 
must reach this Secretariat ten days before the date of answer. The Ministry/Department may kindly NOTE that 
unless the transfer is accepted by the Ministry/Department to which it is proposed to be transferred, the 
question will remain in the name of the Ministry/Department to which it is originally addressed by the Members 
and no transfer will be effected after a question is admitted and printed. 
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The Ministry/Department oL 
(Parliament Section), 

New Delhi. 
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RAJYA SABHA/TF*? 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER 
Hife 1 *) "ScrR ^ 


QUESTION BRANCH 

s. o n y 

Date 


tfoiyj!* 


Erom/T^ 1 
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.S.ANT.QSK.BAjGROIIIA 




The Secretary-General / 


NEW DELHI p|a „ /WH 
l - O '- r l 2 ; — 1998 Date ' k’ 1 '* 


M.P./THT^ TT7FT 


Rajya Sasha, New Delhi / TP^I *PJT. ^ fer=n l 
Sir/Madam, 

Under Rule 39 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business, I give notice of the following Questions 

?f5Pn itn ttfi •r'^tcr f wff % fwi, 39 w f=n=rf%TfTsrar 971 Tt t<n xrtftsrw 

for oral answer on/’SrTT TFfT f?*(T Tffqi 




Yours Faithfully 



Member/ 

Division No,/ftvr3Ff 


Order of preference /W «t(H+bi 
*W1I the Minister of ..EXTERNAL- -.AFFAIRS 


be pleased to state: 




L (a)(*0 
19. a) 


,Rjft ttf ^ %: 



Is it true that the British Govt, treated Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose as a war criminal after the end of 2nd World 
war ? If so give details ? . ,J . * 


b) What steps Govt, has taken in this regard with British 
Govt. ? 

c) If not , will Govt, take up the matter * immediately in the 
interest of the sentiments of every Indian in the country ? 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 


New Delhi the 
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From : Foreign New Delhi 


To : Hicomind London 

Shri Pavan Kapoor, First Secretary (Poll from Under Secretary (EW-I) 


1 . The Ministry of Home Affairs has informed us that following a 

Writ Petition -fifed in the High Court of Orissa, for the removal of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose's name from the list of war criminals in United 
Kingdom, Japan and Germany, the High Court has directed GOI, to take up 
tire matter with the concerned Govts, for removal of Netaji’s name from the 
list in question. 




2. You mighfrecollect that, in November 1998, we had requested 

information regarding the same issue, for answering a parliament question 
(which was subsequently dropped). We understand that the mission has 
already contacted the Army Historical Branch of tire Ministry of Defence, 
UK, for information regarding the same. Grateful, if you could kindly revert 
to us at the earliest, with the relevant information. 




(Vani S' Rao) 
Under Secretary' (EW-I) 
January Tst 1999 



